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. /Votes and eomment 
..., Invincible Ignorance 
With the coming of Lent, the 
ancient dust of Annas and 
Caiaphas and Judas and Pon-
tius Pilate is in for its annual 
• shaking, a treatment which, 
though amply deserved, some-
_.. times r e v e a 1 s n1ore of the 
~ Pharasaism in the heart of the 
shaker than the evil in the 
heart of these ( i r s t-c e n t u r y 
.,. scoundrels. 
It may be profitable to recall, 
....l 
while we are raking over these 
4 m e n ' s sins, the explanation 
which St. Peter put upon their 
behavior. In his sermon in the 
<> temple after the healing of the 
lame man, Peter says, "And 
~ now, brethren, I wot t h a t 
through ignorance ye did it, as 
-i did also your rulers." T h i s 
sounds almost like an excuse, 
BY THE EDITORS 
and on first thought seems to 
contradict what Peter had said 
earlier, in his Pentecost sermon, 
about the people and their 
leaders having "taken Him and 
by wicked hands crucified and 
slain." Was it ignorance or was 
it wickedness? 
One of the curious, and sig-
nificant, things about the New 
Testament is that it does not 
draw a clear distinction between 
ignorance and wickedness. In-
deed, in places it speaks of the 
two as though they were almost 
synonyms. "This they wilfully 
are ignorant of" "That 
which may be known of God is 
manifest in them . . . Therefore 
they are without excuse" ... 
"H a v i n g the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ig-
norance that is in them." 
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Twentieth-century Protestant- be more valid than some that ._ J 
ism, which is so vocal in its lip- have been handed down to us. 1 
service to the Scriptures, might Or perhaps not. But at least we r 
profitably focus some of its at- are obligated to search for 
tention, this Lenten season, upon them-humbly, honestly, and in- ~ · 
the Biblical correlation of ig- telligently. .._, 
norance with wickedness. The 
anti-intellectualism which has 
s a f e g u a r d e d denomination-
al myths and structures against 
any disruptive revelation of the 
Holy Spirit may be something 
more than unfortunate; it may 
be deadly. If, as Protestants pro-
fess to believe, the entire con-
tent of the divine revelation is 
contained in a set of documents, 
those who claim to expound the 
documents must bring to them 
the same intense intellectual 
discipline and honesty that the 
lawyer brings to court decisions 
or that the chemist brings to his 
test-tubes. There is a specific 
woe reserved for those who use 
their tongues and say, "He 
saith." 
That makes it the primary 
duty of the Protestant pastor 
and theologian to be a first-rate 
exegete. And that, in turn, de-
mands the scientist's passionate 
desire to be enlightened, rather 
than merely to be confirmed in 
what he had suspected all along. 
Perhaps there are understandings 
that only our generation could 
derive from the Scriptures. Per-
haps those understandings may 
Ring-Around-a-Rosy J 
Students of the dance could _ J 
learn much from close observa- ~ j 
tion of the fine footwork which 
politicians of both parties are 
doing on the farm problem. "' 
What is chiefly interesting about 
it all is how the dancers' faces 
and flailing arms indicate stern ~ 
resolve while their feet tread 
softly in a sort of hesitation 
waltz. 
And no wonder. For the real 
farm problem is much more • 
fundamental and much more dif- ,~. 
ficult of resolution than is the 
surface farm problem which the .. 
politicians are debating. What 
we have, and what no politician 
dares to say we have, is a sur- ~. 
plus of farmers-too many men 
on the land in an age of mechan- t. 
ized agriculture and artificially 
restricted markets. As a result, i-
we produce more abundantly 
than we are presently able to 
consume and so, if there were <. 
no subsidy to the farmers, eco- ._ 
nomic laws would take their 
course, prices would drop, and A-
the small and inefficient pro-
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, _, 
ducers would be forced out of 
the market. 
In the long run, therefore, we 
face the following choices: 
1. Reduce the n u m b e r of 
farmers, either by absorbing 
them into other kinds of work 
under some sort of planned pro-
gram, or simply by letting eco-
nomic laws work themselves out 
· of without government interference 
with their operation. r 2. Enlarge t h e market for 
.. farm produce. This could be 
done by government purchase of 
foodstuffs, possibly for distribu-
c tion to the world's hunger lands; 
by inventing new uses for vege-
table material which could be 
grown on the land; or by 
(locally) transferring land from 
• one kind of agricultural use into 
..., another, and more profitable, 
kind. 
~ 3. Continue to subsidize crop 
production. This would require 
us to accept frankly the idea of 
.. supporting an industry which 
can not pay its own way because 
of its value for the national 
welfare. We do essentially this, 
in an indirect way, with ship-
building and commercial air-
lines, the justification being that 
~ these industries are vital to the 
~ national defense. It could be 
urged with equal cogency that 
-i the small farmer is socially de-
sirable and ought, therefore, to 
be preserved from extinction 
even though his work is not eco-
nomically profitable. 
In the long run, we suspect 
that we will find the solution in 
either Choice 1 or Choice 2. In 
the short run, we will try to 
stave off the inevitable by fol-
lowing up Choice 3. This lets us 
in for years and years of argu-
ments over the precise parity 
figure and will give the parties 
a beautifully irrelevant issue to 
argue over for years to come. 
~ 
Sickness Unto Death 
Everybody has had his turn at 
explaining the mysteries of the 
F r en c h parliamentary system, 
and in recent weeks everybody 
has been hard at it explaining 
the significance of the new par-
liamentary alignments. On all 
sides, American and English 
commentators have shown a dis-
position to talk around the un-
happy realities of the situation, 
as one does in the sickroom of a 
cancer patient. But someone-
a year ago it could have been 
M. Mendez France-ought to give 
France a clear, blunt diagnosis 
of her malaise, for an impor-
tant aspect of France's present 
condition would seem to be her 
inability to face up to her actual 
condition. 
And that condition, as we see 
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~ l it from this distance, is a state 
of primary dementia (a tem-
porary insanity following ex-
haustion or collapse due to ex-
cess or disease, and accompanied 
by apathy). Properly treated, the 
disease is readily curable. Poorly 
treated, or untreated, it may 
prove fatal. 
As is true of all mental dis-
orders, the first requisite for re-
covery is that the patient find 
competent help and that he co-
operate with his doctor. It is the 
tragedy of France's present situ-
ation that the doctors who ap-
pear to have the competence to 
heal her seem more intent upon 
destroying each other. In the 
long run, this situation can only 
drive France to seek help from 
the charlatans who have been 
noisily advertising their willing-
ness to apply kill-or-cure therapy. 
After the recent parliamentary 
elections, a Bonn (Germany) 
newspaper pointed to the paral-
lels between the present situa-
tion in France and the situa-
tion in Germany immediately 
prior to the establishment of the 
Nazi regime. The parallels are 
striking and they are sobering. 
It is a prerequisite to the estab-
lishment of totalitarian regimes 
that there must come first a 
breakdown of faith in parlia-
mentary institutions. This, ap-
parently, has already happened 
in France. There must be, sec-
ondly, a man or a group naive 
enough or evil enough to pro-
pose an oversimplified solution 
r 
to the country's complex prob- !- ' 
lems. Poujade and his anti-
taxers appear to be n a i v e 
enough, and Thorez and his 
communists appear to be evil 
enough. And there must be, 
thirdly, the paralysis of parlia-
mentary government which re-
sults from the inability of mod-
erate parties to govern. This 
may well happen in France 
within a year or two. 
The situation is, therefore, 
grave. French politicians must 
demonstrate more statesmanship 
than they have in the past if it is 




The circumvention of laws is ~ 
a deplorable enough thing when 
it is practised by individuals. It 
is an intolerable thing when 
111 
governments, themselves t h e 
creatures of law, practise it. 
~ j A prime example of govern-ment circumvention of law is 
provided by the governments of 
those Southern states which have 
determined that they will not be '" 
bound by the ruling of the .._ 
United States Supreme Court on 
segregation in the public schools. f.-
The dodge which they have 
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chosen to employ, so trans-
parent that it constitutes con-
~ tempt of court, is the elimina-
tion of clauses from their state 
· ~ constitutions which require the 
s t a t e to maintain a public 
school system or which forbid 
... 
,; the state to appropriate money 
~ for private schools. No attempt is 
made to explain these constitu-
- .r tional changes as the products of 
a new political or educational 
theory. They are boldly adver-
'1# tised for what they are: plays on 
words designed to nullify the 
operation of constitutional au-
thority. 
Many of us are strongly sym-
pathetic toward the unique 
problems which the South con-
fronts in the area of racial in-
• tegration. Abhorring the prac-
tise itself, we can nevertheless 
understand that one can not, 
overnight, undo history and eco-
nomics and ordinary human 
feeling. In this area of racial 
'"' tension, more so than in many 
other areas, it behoves only him 
who is without sin to cast the 
first stone. 
But the maintenance of re-
spect for, and obedience to, the 
constitutionally constructed • agencies and processes of our 
..-. federal government is not a 
matter for private judgment, 
~ either for the individual or for 
an individual state. If local or 
state authorities are unwilling 
or unable to enforce constitu-
tional guarantees, and court de-
cisions arising out of them, then 
it is properly within the power 
of the federal government to in-
tervene and to compel obedi-
ence. 
Southern politicians are going 
along on the assumption that 
the federal government will not, 
as a matter of fact, take any de-
cisive action, no matter what 
they do. This is the same mis-
take their grandfathers made a 
century ago. No one seriously 
supposes that there will ever 
again be a m a r c h through 
Georgia, but there might very 
well come a day when Southern 
representatives will be denied 
seats in the Congress on the very 
valid grounds that they were 
not properly elected in the all-
white elections. 
c;:. 
The Case of the 
Missing Literature 
One of the numerous occupa-
tional hazards that go with edit-
ing a magazine such as this one 
is the danger of being mistaken 
for an intellectual. People ex-
pect our editors to wear horn-
rimmed glasses and tweeds and 
to rip off long sections of Eliot 
in ordinary conversation. And 
insofar as these are the outward 
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signs and symbols of our pro-
fession, we try to conform. A 
windfall last year enabled us to 
buy a pair of dark-rimmed 
glasses, and we have two lines 
from "The Wasteland" which 
fit nicely into almost any con-
versation. At the moment, we 
are saving up for the tweeds. 
But underneath it all, there 
lurks another man-a man whose 
smile and expression of grati-
tude are feeble and hypocritical 
when the literary editor hands 
him the latest Whither Educa-
tion? or Ode on the Late Bean 
Harvest Failure in Bulgaria for 
review. For this man is still 
faithful to the old earth gods: 
M a r y Roberts Rinehart, E. 
Phillips Oppenheim, A g a t h a 
Christie, P. G. Wodehouse, Da-
mon Runyon, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, and Sax Rohmer. Ad-
mitting as a probable truth that 
the ambrosia of the literati is 
more healthful fare for the soul, 
this man yearns nevertheless for 
the fleshpots of the literary 
Egypt. 
And this man is very, very 
hungry. There is a shortage, 
bordering upon famine, in these 
mid-fifties of G r a u s t a r k i a n 
princes and princesses, of mys-
terious dark men s e c l u d i n g 
themselves in compartments on 
the Simplon Express, of wily 
Orientals plotting the black-
mail of heads of states, of debo-
nair young gentlemen falling in 
and out of love against a back- r 
ground of country homes and 
race courses, of teen-age boys t 
coming upon the scene just in 
the nick of time to defuse the 
bomb that had been cleverly in- 1r 
serted into the gates of the 
Gatun locks. ~ 
And like so many 
shortages, this is a 
shortage. The priests 





mighty curse upon all who write 
and all who read what they have 
chosen to damn as "Escape Lit-
erature." They have decreed 
that all literature must be Sig-
nificant (the OK word for 1956 
is "three-dimensional"). No more 
love, in the old romantic sense. 
Unnatural affection between 
people of the same sex, yes; 
good, old-fashioned boy-kiss-
girl type love, no. A day in the 
life o[ a sharecropper or a B-
girl, yes; a day at Beaumont Hall 
or on Beacon Street, no. Litera- '" 
ture has got to edi-by golly-fy. 
Hut who will point us the way 
back to Camelot? 
~ 
Serene Highness • 
Ordinarily, we do not approve ...._ 
o( the marriage of crowned 
heads to ladies of the theatre. f. 
We make an exception in the 
FEBRUARY 1956 7 
~ ~ 
case of the Grace Kelly- Prince 
Rainier betrothal because Miss 
Kelly is no ordinary lady of the 
theatre. 
We could say all sorts of nice 
things about Miss Kelly. She is 
beautiful, she has brains, she has 
.. 
• talent, and she has carried her-
self with a great deal of dignity. 
We have been grateful for her 
"~ cool refusal to play along with 
the loonier ideas of Hollywood 
and for her insistence upon re-
• maining a lady despite the 
clamorous demands of the col-
umnists that she come down off 
her pedestal and join the girls. 
In her professional career, she 
has exhibited many of the qual-
ities which years ago earned 
such high respect for her co-
• religionist, Miss Irene Dunne. 
And so, for some time, we have 
hoped that she would eventual-
ly contract a worthy marriage. 
From all appearances, t h e 
Prince of Monaco is a young 
~- man worthy of our Miss Kelly. 
His record to date is that of a 
" high-spirited but hard-working 
_, young man who has managed to 
combine affability and dignity, 
a love of adventure with serious-
~ ness of purpose. In some ways, 
he reminds one of Miss Kelly's 
father, who is a fairly formidable 
character in his own right. 
4 The principality over which 
their serene highnesses will reign 
is so tiny that many practical 
souls find it either amusing or 
exasperating. Why should these 
little principalities and grand 
duchies be tolerated in the 20th 
century? Well, for one thing, 
they are certainly not doing any 
harm and, for another thing, the 
people who live in them seem 
considerably happier than do 
the citizens of some of their 
larger neighbors. Indeed, one 
reason why the people of Mona-
co rejoiced in the betrothal of 
their Prince was that it raised 
hopes of a continuation of the 
princely line and, thus, escape 
from the danger of being in-
corporated into France upon 
Rainier's death. 
As a matter of record, it might 
be noted that Rainier's betrothal 
takes the last eligible young 
prince out of the marriage 
market for some time to come. 
If our records are accurate, the 
next heir to a throne who will 
reach marriageable age is the 
Crown Prince of Sweden, Carl 
Gustavus, who will be ten years 
old this Spring. It may be of in-
terest to readers of this maga-
zine to recall that the Swedish 
royal house is Lutheran. 
~ 
Who Were You? 
It was the late Phineas T. 
Barnum who, having looked at 
life and the world about him 
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over a considerable number of 
years, stated as his considered 
opinion that "there's a sucker 
born every minute." Population 
trends since Mr. Barnum's day 
would seem to suggest a con-
siderable rise in the sucker 
birth rate, so that it may not be 
altogether unwarranted to sup-
pose that - there may be in our 
day as many as two suckers born 
every minute. At this rate there 
would be approximately a mil-
lion fresh-born suckers each year, 
or approximately 25 million per 
generation, a figure which 
squares remarkably well with the 
situation as it may be observed 
by any reasonably competent ob-
server who will wander around 
and about a bit in this broad 
land of ours. 
Now in the good old days, 
these suckers were well provided 
for by churches which did a 
thriving business in p r a y e r 
amulets and miraculous medals 
and relics of defunct holy men. 
But since the Age of Enlighten-
ment, the churches have been 
able to fool hardly anybody and 
their place in the sucker market 
has had to be taken over by 
others, notably by the politicians 
and scientistes. (We slipped that 
"e" in there to distinguish the 
scientiste from the scientist, who 
is a creature of quite another 
species.) 
r 
Moreover, it must be empha-
sized that your real, honest-to-
goodness sucker is as guileless as 
a suckling calf. He neither 
wishes to fool anybody, nor 
does he himself wish to be fooled. 
"" J 
It is just in his nature to be 
taken in. There is a kind of • 
metallic quality in him which 
draws him to an absurdity as 
powerfully and as irresistibly as !'-
an old horseshoe is drawn to a 
magnet. 
It is not fair, therefore, to w 
condemn as a charlatan any 
hypnotist who thinks he has 
taken his subject back beyond 
the womb to an earlier incarna-
tion, nor to accuse the subject 
of manufacturing a story. Venal-
ity doesn't really get very far in 
this world. The falsehoods that • 
can not be killed are those which 
are spoken by the innocently 
gullible. 
Does this seem to be con-
demning a possibly significant 
hypothesis without a fair hear- )L 
ing? Perhaps. But it is possible 
to do so without any sacrifice of 
honesty because on this question 
of what happens to man after 
death the definitive word has 
long ago been spoken and re-
quires no re-examination. "It is 
appointed unto man once to die, 
and after this the judgment." 
Dixit. Satis est. Which, being in-
terpreted, says, "That's that." 
1-
-
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A Faith for February 
February being, by general 
consensus, the gloomiest month 
of the year, this may be the place 
for us to set down some musings 
which we hope to develop one 
of these days into a full-length 
study under the heading, "The 
Meteorology of the Christian 
Life." 
, Every mature Christian knows 
that his faith runs the gamut of 
.. emotions, from the blackest kind 
of despair and doubt to an ex-
alted kind of certainty and hope 
which seems almost capable of 
drawing open the veil which 
separates the things seen from 
the things unseen. There are 
days when even the Magnificat 
• seems inadequate to express that 
something which the heart feels 
but which the mind can not 
formulate into words. There are 
other days when everything that 
appears to be really true about 
ourselves and our world comes 
.. down to the De Profundis. 
There are clays when one knows, 
beyond all possible controversy, 
~ that every too-goocl-to-be-true 
assertion of the Gospel really is 
true. There are other clays when 
;. the very idea of God Himself 
seems to be an invention of man 
...; rather than a revelation to man. 
..j The significant thing is that 
there is a correlation between 
these stirrings and struggles in 
the heart, and the weather. Even 
the liturgical year, devised as it 
was in the Mediterranean world, 
takes climate into account. Lent 
does fall in the clamp, dark 
months and term in a t e s in 
Easter and the first breaths of 
Spring. Pentecost is warm and 
sunny. All Saints Day is chilly 
and overcast. Christmas is crisp, 
snow-covered, and bright. 
But the liturgy does some-
thing else, too. It serves as a 
corrective to weather and the 
things about us that play upon 
our emotions. It keeps remind-
ing us that our faith has a con-
tent and that faith resides in the 
will rather than in the emotions. 
"Thou shalt believe." Over and 
over again, the liturgical propers 
require us to speak the truth, 
whether we feel at the moment 
that they are true or not. They 
confront us with the fact of our 
forgiveness, whether we feel for-
given or not. Th~y r~quire us t? 
sing the Glona m ExcelSlS 
whether we feel exalted or de-
pressed. 
This is not to say that there 
is no room for emotion in re-
ligion. There is room in religion 
for the exercise of every faculty 
God has built into man. But 
"God is greater than our heart" 
and His ways do not vary with 
the weather or the seasons. 
AD 
LIB . 
------------IY A L P I I D I. L 0 0 M A N 
What has happened to high 
chool a n d college marching 
bands in the last twenty years 
shouldn't. There was a time 
when the marching band was a 
prec1Slon outfit that marched 
and executed formations with 
the preciseness of an Academy 
battalion. These high school and 
college bands were copied after 
military bands and they were 
wonderful to behold. The very 
exactness of their marching steps 
and the sharpness of their for-
mations made a wonderful show 
that never failed to thrill the 
spectators. 
And they were fine to hear. 
The band repertoire consisted of 
the best of Sousa and other top 
bandmasters, with emphasis on 
"The Washington Post March" 
and "The Stars and Stripes For-
10 
eve:: . .. . This music, played clearly 
and crisply, made you stand up 
and breathe faster. 
About the only thing that 
hasn't changed in bands in the 
last two decades is the drum 
major. He wears the same high 
hat he formerly wore and he .. 
uses the same high step, and he 
adds just the right amount of 
color and informality to contrast '"' 
with the formal group he is lead-
ing. 
If you have attended any foot- .. 
ball games in the past few years 
or watched any on television, 
you should be aware of the ~ 
change that has come over the 
bands. Many of them have de-
serted the march step entirely 
and use a cross step that requires '-
each member to swing his horn .._ 
from right to left in a rapid mo-
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tion. From a head-on approach 
this gives the appearance of a 
steel band in a Caribbean holi-
day parade, and the individual 
members of the band merely 
look nervous. Technically, this 
may still be marching, but it 
lacks the thrill and excitement 
of the old standard march step. 
And look what's out in front 
of the band. Yes, the drum major 
is there and, as I mentioned, he 
is still doing the same things in 
the same fine way, but he is now 
lost in the shuffle. For right be-
hind him come the drum major-
ettes, numbering anywhere from 
four to forty, and they are the 
center of attention. How a group 
of girls so young and scantily 
clad ever took over a military 
organization, which in a sense a 
band is, I'll never know, but 
that's what they have done. They 
have seen to it that you don't 
watch the drum major or the 
band, but that you keep your 
eyes on them. 
They have done it partially by 
appearing in abbreviated cos-
tume, which, according to the 
people in show business, is one 
way to get attention. I have ob-
served that in the women in the 
stands, these costumes bring out 
the mother instinct for they 
worry how the girls can stand 
the chill autumn winds with 
arms and legs so bare. As if the 
costumes weren't enough, many 
of the majorette troupes carry 
brightly colored flags or other 
paraphernalia to make sure you 
don't look elsewhere. Everyone 
knows that bright colors and 
motion will attract attention 
when nothing else does. 
Instead of marching up and 
down the field to demonstrate 
how they can execute orders 
with precision and speed, the 
band goes into its various for-
mations which have nothing 
military about them. To get into 
the formation, most bands use a 
shuffle step that succeeds only 
in kicking up dust around the 
50 yard line, which is interesting 
if not thrilling. About this time 
the voice of Big Brother comes 
over the public address system 
and explains what the band is 
about to do. It's a good thing 
he does, too, because most for-
mations need a great deal of 
imagination and they are clearly 
understandable only from a 
helicopter poised directly over 
the band. 
What formations are used de-
pend upon the particular day 
being celebrated. If, for instance, 
it is Dad's Day, the band might 
form a pipe and slippers. The 
band will be motionless after 
coming into the formation so 
the majorettes take over and 
make like smoke coming out of 
- ------~-----------. 
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the pipe or keep up some type 
of movement that will help to 
detract from the band. And what 
does the band play in this for-
mation? It's my opinion, and I 
qualify as a dad, that most dads 
want to hear something rousing 
and rhythmic in the field of 
band music. But what they get 
is a sentimentailzed version of 
"Dear Old Dad". It is possible 
for a band to spend its entire 
twelve minutes of half-time on 
the field without playing one 
march. In most cases the band is 
mere 1 y furnishing accompani-
ment for the dance steps of the 
majorettes. 
The bands themselves are re-
sponsible for their own decay, 
mostly because they aren't doing 
what they were originally 
formed to do and that which 
they do best. With the type of 
music the bands are playing 
now, they would have gone 
downhill without the majorettes. 
A symphony orchestra or an 
organ can't make a march sound 
like anything, but that is what 
a band plays best when it plays 
one. Refusing to recognize this 
fact, band directors try to make 
their clarinets sound like the 
violins in a symphony orchestra 
and their basses and baritones 
give off the tones of an organ. 
I'll take the sound of reediness 
and brass in a band any day and -.. 
listen to a symphony orchestra 
or an organ somewhere besides r 
a football field. 
A band is not a theatre or-
chestra, either, but you'll hear 
more Rodgers and Hammerstein >r 
than Sousa coming from the 
stadium on an average Saturday. 
The only band that does right ~ 
by orchestra music is the circus 
band because it makes no pre-
tensions of being anything ex-
cept a band. As a result Rodgers ,.. 
and Hammerstein music, when 
it has to be played to fit some 
circus act, comes out sounding -. 
just like Sousa. 
When there is a trend in any-
thing as there is away from 
marches in band literature and .,.. 
away from precision and military 
marching, it is often in answer to 
public demand. In the case of 
the bands I'm not at all sure. I "-
know bands have been flourish-
ing in terms of the number of 
them in existence and the num- .-
hers playing in them, but that 
increase is not out of propor-
tion with the increased popula- "l-
tion. I feel there would be even 
more attention paid to bands if 
they had remained as they were. 
Few bands in high schools and 
colleges can produce the thrill-
ing music that the circus band 
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because they don't want to. The 
circus band is a drawing card 
for the circus or it would have 
been replaced by a Hammond 
organ long ago. 
And if you want an example 
of how precision draws the 
crowds, take a look at the 
Rockettes who perform regularly 
at Radio City Music Hall. They 
have been drawing crowds ever 
since the doors of t h e Hall 
opened, which leads me to be-
lieve that people like to watch 
a group doing precision steps. 
While the Rockettes are a dance 
troupe, what they do is closer to 
marching than it is to dancing 
though it would still be classed 
as the latter. They are sharp 
and exact and the crowd loves it. 
They have not interpreted this 
fine reaction from the public as 
a mandate to go into ballet or 
into some soft shoe routine. 
They have kept the taps on their 
shoes and concentrated on get-
ting the taps of all the members 
of the group to hit the floor of 
the stage at the same time. 
Would that the bands had con-
centrated on having all the 
members of the band get their 
left feet down at the same time. 
That would take so much time 
and energy there would be no 
time to train majorettes or to 
make up out-of-character forma-
tions. 
While we are on the subject of 
bands andjor loud or thrilling 
music, I have some other likes 
and dislikes. I love symphonies, 
operas, and most organ music, 
but I'm not talking about those 
now. They can be thrilling and 
usually are, but in a different 
sense. 
While my preference in band 
music runs to marches, as you 
may have surmised, a band can 
do very well on certain literature 
not strictly in its field. This is 
notably true on a number of 
church hymns. I don't think I've 
ever heard "Now Thank We All 
Our God" played quite so well 
and meaningfully as I once 
heard it played by a brass band, 
The sounds within a band 
that delight me most are those of 
a good drum roll, a trombone 
smear played by a trombonist 
who has some years on him, and 
any number that lets the French 
horns sound off like trumpets, 
And speaking of trumpets, I like 
to hear E. Power Biggs on the 
Boston Symphony Hall organ 
with all stops out and with the 
trumpets rising above all the 
other sounds. This may not be 
good classic organ playing, but 
it is thrilling and it reminds me 
of the itinerant organists who 
used to visit churches, either to 
dedicate an organ or to demon-
strate it to the congregation. 
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When I was a boy these roving 
organists came around quite 
frequently. I don't know how 
good they were as organists, but 
as noise makers they were excel-
lent. They got out much more 
volume than the regular organ-
ist ever thought possible and 
they were masters of all the 
sound effects the organ could 
produce. A standard number in 
their repertoire was the old 
thunder and lightning selection. 
The organist arranged to have 
one of the deacons posted at the 
light switches and he manfully 
turned them off and on as fast 
as he could to simulate lightning 
while the organist supplied the 
thunder by hammering away at 
the bass keys and pedals until 
the pews vibrated. It wasn't Art, 
but it was impressive. 
I wish it were possible for band 
directors of today to catch the 
enthusiasm of those old organ-
ists or of the circus band direc-
tors. I wish they would realize 
that trumpets, trombones, and 
French horns can blast as well as 
tootle and that drums can pro-
duce a steady rhythmic beat as 
well as a syncopated rhythm, 
that a smart drill to the accom-
paniment of march music is in-
finitely more thrilling than the 
present half-time spectacles they 
are producing. I don't have 
much hope of the bands chang-
ing overnight and I am not look-
ing forward to next Fall, be-
cause again I will see the same 
old formations and hear the 
same old orchestra music. What 
I want to see and hear is a real 
band in action, but what I'm go-
ing to get is something that gives 
the appearance of a group of 
children trying to put on "The 
Toy Soldier" for Parents Day. 
lf I might be permitted a 
paraphrase-and not a particu-
Larly good one-on Wordsworth-
! would say 
Sousa, thou shouldst be Living 
at this hour: 
The bands have need of thee. 
• 
.J 
A Philosophy of Education 
By c. FILIP VIKNER 
Assistant Professor of Education and Psychology 
Valparaiso University 
Central among the problems 
of contemporary American edu-
cation is the lack of a defined 
and established philosophy of 
education. Systems have been 
elaborated but there is little 
consensus in regard to the de-
tails. Practicing teachers con-
cerned with problems of subject 
content, methods of presenta-
tion, and procedures of evalua-
tion have given little attention 
as individuals to the elaboration 
of their educational philosophies. 
The criticisms leveled against 
education, the frustrations of 
teachers and administrators, and 
much of the failure to achieve 
educational goals can be attribut-
ed, in part, to the lack of a 
clearly defined philosophy of 
education. As individuals and as 
faculties teachers should know 
what they want and why they 
want it. The importance of a 
philosophy of education is that 
by it the goals of education are 
determined and justified, the 
curricular practices are criticized, 
and the methods and materials 
of instruction are appraised. As 
groups and especially as indi-
viduals teachers need a thorough 
understanding of the principles 
upon which to build a sound 
educational endeavor. 
A philosophy, whether it be 
of education, history, or art, in-
cludes certain fundamental 
characteristics. First of all, a 
philosophy gives a description. 
It may concentrate upon the de-
scription of a very narrow field 
of experience, or it may seek to 
find the principles combining a 
wide range of problems. Current-
ly philosophy has left to science 
the description of many particu-
lar fields of study, in other fields 
science and philosophy share the 
description, and in others, such 
as values, science plays a neglible 
descriptive role. Traditionally 
philosophy has been concerned 
with describing t he generic 
traits of existence, the funda-
mental characteristics of human 
nature, the process by which the 
15 
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knower and the known are inter-
related, and the nature of the 
good, the right, and the beauti-
ful. 
A second task and area of phil-
osophy is the justification of the 
description. The tools of justifi-
cation are experience and logic. 
To some philosophers experi-
ence is limited to the physical 
sense perceptions of the body; to 
others it includes revelation, in-
tuition, faith, reason, and other 
non-sensory mediums. J ustifica-
tion entails consistency and veri-
fiability. Deductive reasoning 
relies upon consistency, whereas 
inductive reasoning relies upon 
the possibility of verification 
through further experimenta-
tion. To philosophize involves 
justifying, which requires of the 
philosopher consistent thinking, 
together with a clear under-
standing of the sources and con-
tent of experience. 
A third activity for philosophy 
is its critical role. Dewey writes 
in Experience and Nature: 
"--philosophy is inherently 
criticism, having its distinc-
tive position among various 
modes of criticism in its 
generality: a criticism of 
criticism, as it were." 
It functions among the intellec-
tual disciplines as a catharsis. 
It serves as the criticism of the 
criticisms. To play such a role 
requires of the philosopher a 
knowledge. of historical events, 
an understanding of human na-
ture and of society, an affinity 
to the procedures and products 
of the scientific method, and a 
scholarly acquaintance with the 
theories and practices of the 
discipline under criticism. To 
philosophize means to describe, 
to justify, and to criticize. To be 
a philosopher requires special-
ized knowledge about one or 
more disciplines, a b i 1 i t y to 
reason clearly and observe close-
ly, and a willingness to mark out 
one's own conclusions. 
A philosophy of education di-
rects its critical and reflective 
attention in general upon the 
changes made in human beings 
by their experiences and in par-
ticular upon organized school-
ing. It applies the functions of 
philosophy to one aspect of 
man's activity: namely, the form-
al means a society takes to bring 
its members to a common set of 
intellectual and social experi-
ences. An educational philoso-
phy is a sustained, careful ef-
fort to solve particular and gen-
eral educational problems with 
consistency and adequacy. It 
serves as a procedure through 
which certain educational prob-
lems may come to s o 1 u t i o n 
through agreement or may be 
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epistemological, or ethical is-
sues about which there is agree-
ment to disagree. To be effec-
tive in educational practice a 
philosophy of education must 
be a personal, individual system 
for each member of the teach-
ing profession. A philosophy of 
education is a personal outlook 
constructed from the individual-
ity of one's knowledge, beliefs, 
and experiences. Group philoso-
phies of education are only as 
effective as the consensus exist-
ent among the individual phi-
losophies of the members of the 
group. Having briefly defined 
the importance, the nature, and 
the role of an educational phil-
osophy, let me draw the out-




An integral part of a philoso-
phy are one's views on t h e 
"ge11eric traits of existence," as 
Dewey entitles metaphysics. A 
metaphysic aims to explain ·be-
ing, existence, reality, time, 
space, and such broad ideas in-
cluded within the process of liv-
ing in the world. Many of the 
conclusions as to the nature of 
existence come not as a result of 
objective knowledge but are af-
fitmed more as an outcome of 
subjective conviction. My first 
conviction is that nature is 
bound together by extra-mental 
relations. All objects within na-
ture, both inorganic and organic, 
those with minds and those ap-
parently devoid of sensation, are 
dependent and contingent. Life 
is the accompaniment of natural 
objects in increased complexity 
of intimacy and interaction. 
Mind and consciousness develop 
in highly organized bodies, that 
are in social interaction and 
that have invented the tool of 
tools, language. Man is con-
tinuous with the rest of nature. 
Existence is more than a state of 
mind, as claimed by the idealists, 
and it is more than material 
quantity, as claimed by some 
naturalists, for it cannot be re-
duced to either mind or matter. 
Secondly, I believe that nature, 
all bound together, is in a proc-
ess of passing from creation, lost 
in pre-history, to judgment 
awaiting it in the future. History 
i~ not cyclical, but a straight 
line from creation to judgment. 
Nature is in process with each 
event unique in some particular 
from every other event. There 
is continuous flux, change, and 
process. The instability of nature 
creates the concepts of time and 
space. Man, throughout history, 
has had as his main intellectual 
task the striving to bring a 
meaningful order to the vagaries 
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of nature. Science has been dis· 
covered by man as the instru-
ment most valuable for drawing 
up an ordered pattern of nature, 
which man through science can 
control for his own ends and 
enjoyment. The ultimate objects 
of science are guided processes 
of change. Only as man accepts 
and understands the processes of 
nature can he understand real-
ity. Change is the measure of 
reality and being. 
Third, I believe that the 
process of nature, as a universal 
and in its particularities, is con-
tingent to the supernatural. God 
created nature and it belongs to 
Him. It continues to exist by 
His dispensation; its existence 
will end when He wills it. The 
base of this belief is the dis-
quietude of man, and the aeon 
long search of man for peace 
and order. The contingency of 
nature appears in its restlessness, 
anxiety, loneliness, guilt, self-
consciousness - the underlying 
uncertainty of its being. When 
man ends in death and nature 
terminates in judgment, the 
categories of time, space, and 
motion end. Since God is at the 
source and the culmination of 
nature, he provides the criterion 
by which all that happens in 
nature must be judged. 
The views of some great phil-
osophies stand in contrast to 
the metaphysical outlook that 
I have given. In Aristotelianism, 
with its classificatory arrange-
ment wherein man is set apart 
from the rest of nature, and in 
which the inanimate, the or-
ganismic, and the spiritual as-
pects of nature are separated, the 
view that nature is a unified 
process confronts its antithesis. 
Under traditional dualistic phil-
osophies mind and matter are 
two ultimate and distinguishable 
phases of reality, whose relation 
has been a major objective of 
the descriptive effort of modern 
philosophy. When mind and 
matter are subsumed in nature, 
the problems of dualism fade 
away. Other philosophers object 
to bringing God into the meta-
physical description, since they 
hold that the explanation is 
complete without a supernatural 
being. They would, in contrast to 
my position, tend to discount 
man's yearning for order and 
peace, attributing it to biological 
or social conditioning; they 
would urge that man take cour-
age and grimly face his un-
settled world using the scientific 
process to bring him what little 
regulation he may expect. For 
my critics creation and judgment 
are but myths which can be ex-
plained as natural processes 
when enough information is 
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scious mind capable of under-
standing it. 
c:;. 
The Nature of Man 
Let me turn to my views on 
human nature. First, I hold that 
man is God's creature related to 
Him by the act of creation and 
by His continued sustenance. A 
contemporary Lutheran educator 
states the belief as follows: 
"The primary context in 
which he (man) must be 
viewed is the religious one-
a creature in the presence of 
God." 
Man is never unrelated to God· 
he is always a creature and neve; 
can escape his Creator. Man 
comes to knowledge of his re-
lation to God through the cate-
gory of faith. He shares in God's 
unchangingness o n 1 y through 
the moment of commitment. 
The present moment of con-
sciousness, with its freedom and 
faith, is the means through 
which man contacts the Eternal. 
The past is beyond change and 
apparently determined; the fu-
ture is an unknown, fascinating 
and dreadful in its mystery. 
Man has a tragedy about his 
existence. He has alienated him-
self from his Creator. There is a 
disharmony between him and 
God, that has effected his total 
personal and social production. 
Man's trusting relation to God 
~as lost and is continuously be-
mg lost as he asserts his inde-
pendence from God. Out of the 
will of man arises his separation 
from God. Man is separated from 
God, because he chooses to de-
sert the better for the lesser. His 
lack of faith is the root of his 
separation. Man is homeless and 
lost, because he asserts his own 
will and seeks his own ends. The 
ego-centric self-will of man is 
found within him from his birth 
until his death. It permeates so-
ciety, as it controls individuals. 
Man is inescapably sinful. 
In conjunction with this be-
lief in man's depravity, I believe, 
as a Christian, that through the 
grace of God man can be re-
stored to a life of trust in God. 
The means of the restoration 
are proclaimed through the mes-
sage of the Christian gospel. 
Man's highest goal is to turn in 
faith to God. From his com-
mitment to a Higher Being man 
will receive happiness, peace, 
security, and composure in a 
world of confusion and struggle. 
The commitment will be the 
source of virtuous living, the 
spring of good works. With the 
commitment man becomes a new 
creature, one in tune with his 
Creator. 
As a part of nature man is an 
intricate, complex biological de-
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velopment. Not only man's body, 
but also man's mind exhibits no 
break in the succession from 
other creatures in nature. Man 
differs from the lower animals, 
because he preserves his past ex-
periences through language, and 
because he is bound up in a cul-
ture. With the invention of 
language man steps out from 
the rest of nature; he builds so-
cial institutions; he communi-
cates his thoughts, inventions, 
and aspirations; through lang-
uage he gains self-awareness, 
self-consciousness. Language has 
been man's most important tool. 
Besides being a product of his 
biological heritage man is a 
creature of his culture. His 
beliefs, thoughts, habits, and 
even his deeds are the product of 
the group in which he finds 
himself at birth. However, this 
fact should not be exaggerated 
out of proportion. Society is 
made for man, not man for so-
ciety. Cultures are a means not 
an end. Ultimately there are only 
individuals, each one deserving 
respect, each one having the 
right to be treated always as an 
end and never as a means. Be-
sides being a biological and so-
cial organism, man is a learner. 
Human nature is modifiable 
within its physiological limits. It 
is flexible; it adapts to many 
climates, cultures, and societies. 
Due to his adaptability man 
dominates the earth today. 
In contradiction to the views 
of man that I have outlined 
there are outlooks held with 
equal sincerity. The first ob-
jection to my position would be 
the bringing of the supernatural 
into my view of man. God is un-
necessary for an explanation of 
man; man's homelessness has 
been exaggerated; his sense of 
anxiety and guilt he acquires in 
his struggle for existence and 
from the instability of his world. 
For many philosophers human 
nature is fundamentally good 
with any evil that it demon-
strates being but a result of the 
struggle for self-preservation, or 
an out-growth of society. 
Through an understanding of 
the processes of nature, and 
through a knowledge of how 
society functions, man can avert 
evil and build his own utopia. 
The only hope for man's im-
provement rests in his use of the 
scientific method. Calling upon 
help from the supernatural, or 
relying upon the power of un-
reasoned commitment is irra-
tional and shows a lack of 
courage. 
~ 
The Nature of 
Knowledge 
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thought and speculation, especi-
ally in modern philosophy, is 
contained in knowledge theory. 
Epistemology marks the birth-
place of many p h i 1 o s o p h .i c 
theories. In beginning a descnp-
tion of my views let me first 
make a distinction of the kinds 
of knowledge and the sources of 
knowledge. A most rudimentary 
kind of knowledge is the ex-
periencing of bare sensations, 
such as color, weight, shape, and 
sound. For some philosophers 
this is not knowledge, but the 
r a w material of knowledge. 
Knowledge further can be dif-
ferentiated into analytic truths 
and synthetic truths. Knowledge 
of analytic truth is derived from 
deduction from generalizations 
through employing the prin-
ciples of logic. Synthetic propo-
sitions are known inductively, 
gathered from an analysis of the 
facts of experience. Much of 
knowledge can be categorized as 
synthetic propositions. Beliefs 
are another classificatory cate-
gory of knowledge. Knowing and 
effort to know, that culminate 
in analytic and synthetic propo-
sition, start from some belief. 
Beliefs are made of hypotheses 
for which there are differing 
levels of warranted assertability. 
From a quantitative point of 
view, knowledge includes one's 
beliefs in analytic and synthetic 
propositions plus the sense data 
that are being immediately ex-
perienced. 
There are three sources for 
man's knowledge. The source 
culminating in synthetic propo-
sition is primarily the sensations 
of sight, hearing, touching, tast-
ing, and smelling. As the sense 
data effect the organs of sensa-
tion a man has experiences from 
which knowledge arises a n d 
which actually is a kind of 
knowledge. The second source of 
knowledge is the noetic faculty 
of reason. The faculty of reason 
is distinct from sense; it grasps 
the sensations received through 
the sense organs. It holds sensa-
tions before the mind which ab-
stracts from them their essences 
relative to the immediate needs 
and interests of the self. Reason 
processes sensations f o r use 
under the direction of memory 
and will. Reason acts as a source 
of knowledge in that it adds to 
sensations a relational pattern. 
Of itself, reason is not a source 
of knowledge. A third source of 
knowledge, in my belief, is rev-
elation. It contributes primarily 
to the realm of values. It is the 
means God has used to show 
man the way to happiness and 
to Himself. 
The act of knowing, as dis-
tinguished from knowledge, con-
tains a separate series of issues 
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and conclusions. To know means 
to understand the world of real-
ity as it actually exists. Truth 
consists in the conformity of the 
mind to reality. Reality exists 
independent of mind, and to 
know it means to become rela-
tionally identified with it as an 
existent entity. Knowledge as a 
process does not constitute the 
objects of its attention; it aims 
to bring into awareness the ob-
ject as it actually is. The id:al-
ists have exaggerated the Im-
portance of mind; the i~stru­
mentalists have centered their at-
tention upon the process. Both 
views I reject as narrow and 
pedantic. Through science man 
describes the world of nature; 
he comes to know his environ-
ment. The scientist accepts real-
ity as knowable and acting upon 
that belief he explores it. The 
test of truth is its correspondence 
to reality. If ideas work, it is be-
cause they are true to reality. 
The verification of the inde-
pendence of reality and the v~­
lidity of the belief that truth IS 
the correspondence of knowledge 
with reality can rest only upon 
the tests of coherence and use. 
Believing that reality contains 
external relationships, they can 
be employed by the observer of 
reality to verify his findings. By 
using his conclusions about real-
ity to test hypotheses and to 
solve problems the scientist veri-
fies his beliefs about reality. 
The theory of knowledge just 
outlined is an hypothesis beyond 
conclusive proof. It is an assump-
tion, a pre-supposition based 
upon an interpretation of ex-
perience. Man cannot go outside 
of his mind or his experience to 
test conclusions. That a reality 
exists cannot be proved. The as-
sumptions of realism are not 
questioned by the average man, 
nor by most scientists, nor by 
m a n y philosophers prior to 
Descartes. The realist hypothesis 
is accepted, because it, for me, 
is the view of common sense and 
practical life. It is the simplest 
and most sensible hypothesis to 
account for the peculiarities of 
what appears. C om p 1 e t e cer-
tainty is restricted to analytical 
statements, which ultimatel y re-
veal nothing about the world. 
All other assertions can be certi-
fied by levels of probability 
only, necessitating to greater or 
lesser degrees belief in processes 
or authorities. 
The realistic epistemology 
that I advocate has been opposed 
loudly and lengthily by idealists, 
instrum entalists, and phenomen-
alists. The idealist asserts that 
there is not the slightest reason 
for believing that inexperienced 
entities exist. A contemporary 
idealist writes: 
L. 
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"-There is absolutely no 
reason for asserting that 
these non-mental, or physi-
cal entities ever exist when 
they are being experienced, 
and the proposition that 
they do so exist is utterly 
groundless and gratuitous, 
and one which ought not to 
be believed." 
All we know about the world 
are ideas of it, never knowing 
the objects of the world them-
selves; things in their immedi-
acy are unknown and unknow-
able. For the phenomenalist 
knowledge is the logical con-
structs of our experiences. Sense 
data are received from the world 
of objects, but whether they cor-
:espond to the world of objects 
IS unknowable. Truth is the con-
sistency and coherence of our 
ideas with one another and not 
with the external world. The in-
strumentalist's objection arises 
in his assertion that knowledge 
and knowing are a part of the 
process of experience. Knowledge 
IS a I?eans for solving problems; 
knowmg becomes equated with 
thinking. For the instrumentalist 
epistemological theory centers 
upon the promotion of man's 
goals and interests as man seeks 
enjoyment and struggles with 
natural and social obstacles. 
The Nature of Values 
One other philosophic area 
needs to be discussed to round 
out the description of my philo-
sophic position: namely, a theory 
of values. In the area of values 
one finds the highest pre-occu-
pation of philosophy, because in 
it .are discussed the goals of ex-
i~tence, the nature of the good, 
nght, and beautiful, and the 
motivation for behavior within 
nat.ure and within soc i e t y. 
Axwlugy holds an eminence in 
philosophy for through it one 
seeks to define which form of 
life is really superior to an-
other and what the ends of ex-
i~tence are. Values are the quali-
ties of existence, arising in ex-
perience and appearing through 
revelation, which define t he 
goals of conduct, the ends of ex-
istence, and the nature of the 
unchanging. In themselves values 
may be just pointed to; they are 
ultimates, having no further 
predicates. There are three kinds 
of values. Aesthetic values ap-
pear in the forms and uses of the 
world of objects. Ethical values 
are found in the realm of feel-
ing and conduct. In religious 
values one experiences the trans-
valuation of all values; they syn-
thesize through faith and com-
mitment the ethical and the 
aesthetic qualities of existence. 
- -·~-------~--------~~----------, 
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The good, the beautiful, and 
the just are embedded in reality 
itself. They are never completely 
manifest; they are expressions of 
an eternal order fleetingly ap-
pearing in temporal conditions. 
T h e ultimate expression of 
worthy forms and conduct rests 
m God, and man's life is suc-
cessful to the extent that his 
search for the value dimensions 
of reality is achieved. Values are 
such intimate attributes of God, 
that they bind upon His being 
as they do upon all of creation. 
These ends of existence in form 
and conduct are not adopted as 
goals of behavior simply as an 
outcome of knowledge. Men 
may know the right without 
changing their conduct; they 
may recognize the beautiful 
without it helping them to grow. 
One confronts values in activ-
ity; they are indentifiable in the 
process of experience. The beau-
tiful can be observed only in re-
lation to use and enjoyment. 
The good and the just appear 
only in conduct. Revelation and 
reason point the means and the 
direction by which values are 
known; the process to knowledge 
of values is commitment accom-
panied by activity. Through 
faith in God comes the vision of 
the values He epitomizes. Good-
ness, beauty, justice, and benev-
olence are known through the 
act of commitment. The knowl-
edge of values begins in an act 
of faith and ends in an act of 
love. 
To exemplify values means to 
point to events. Values are 
events that stand in one respect 
as consummatory ends and m 
other respects as means toward 
further ends that are still m 
process. As a creature of God the 
highest value of man is eternal 
life, the most beautiful object of 
creation is a free creature of God 
dedicated to God's worship and 
service. St. Augustine wrote -
"-life eternal is the supreme 
good, death eternal the su-
preme evil, and that to obtain 
the one and escape the other 
one must live rightly." Action 
that treats others always as ends 
and never as means is good. Ac-
tion that is such that one would 
will it to be a "Universal Law of 
Nature" is good. Reflection is a 
good, for it is an instrument for 
securing other goods. Growth is 
an ultimate value for it relates 
one to the process of nature. For 
educators serious concern, intel-
lectual and moral integrity, and 
profound humility are virtues, 
because they promote the dis-
covery of truth and call for de-
velopmental changes in behavior 
and in knowledge. 
The motive for good conduct 
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duty, from gratitude for God's 
grace, and from a commitment 
to God's will and care. Happi-
ness, which traditionally has 
been described as the motive for 
good conduct, is relative, subject 
to the customs of a culture and 
the gyrating impulses of the 
moment. Placing happiness as 
the motive of conduct makes of 
morality a sensory outcome and 
of beauty a passing fancy. Good 
should be sought as its own end, 
beauty for its own worth. The 
motive of good conduct is the 
recognition that it is good con-
duct. A second motive for con-
duct, meaningful to Christians, 
is gratitude to God for His grace. 
Man is benevolent when he truly 
loves God. Good is possible only 
as the fruit of justification by 
faith in God's way of salvation. 
When man realizes his plight 
apart from God and turns to ac-
cept the salvation of God 
through Jesus Christ, he be-
comes a new creature, whose con-
duct is changed for good in the 
realization of God's bountiful-
ness and in the love created by 
commitment to God. Without 
commitment to a belief in God 
the obligatory value of ethical 
standards has no certitude or as-
surance. A man or a society can-
not be truly just without a 
proper orientation toward God. 
In contrast to the theistic axi-
ology that has been described 
there exists the widely accepted 
securalistic view of ethics and 
aesthetics. From the secularist 
outlook value is thought of in 
terms of interest; good rests in 
the development of native ca-
pacity; value partakes of those 
experiences that lead to satis-
faction and well-being. Instru-
mentalists with their beliefs that 
values are relative to culture, 
subjective, and altogether within 
the realm of the practical intel-
ligence of man, stand in a po-
sition contrary to the one that 
has been set forth. For them all 
morality is social. The motive 
(or good conduct is use and en-
joyment. For the experimental-
ist, human values come out of 
human choices . 
The translation of beliefs into 
practice presents man with one 
of his greatest challenges. Be-
liefs and hypotheses are bench 
marks, guide posts, for action, 
which are never exhaustively 
demonstrated in practice. A phil-
osophy never appears in actual 
existence as a pure form, be-
cause, first, it is a part of the 
ever changing pattern of ex-
perience, and secondly, because 
its grasp is conditioned by the 
limitations of man's experiences 
and the shortness of man's vision. 
With this limitation clearly rec-
ognized let me proceed to detail 
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the educational program that I 
believe will best correspond with 
the philosophical outlook that 
has been described above. The 
translation of my philosophy 
into an educational scheme will 
be done by detailing the educa-
tional objectives deducible from 
the above views, then, by de-
scribing the curriculum result-
ant from the adoption of these 
objectives, and, lastly, by out-
lining the instructional methods 
consistent with the philosophical 
theories already propounded. 
~ 
The Aims of Education 
The initial aim of education 
is to enable man to realize his 
relation to God as His creature 
and to accept God's message of 
love and salvation. Without God 
there is no ultimate purpose in 
life, and, hence, no purpose in 
education. The first goal of edu-
cation should be to exhibit to 
man his finiteness, his need for 
redemption, and to lead him 
home to God. Directly related to 
this purpose is the belief that 
education should enable man to 
be an effective servant of men, 
a conscientious steward of the 
gifts God has given to him, and 
a performer of good works that 
arise from his love for God. 
Schooling aims, in the broad-
est sense, to help each indi-
vidual to grow to the limits of 
his capacity. It seeks to unfold 
the individual as a whole in the 
situation in which he finds him-
self. It centers upon individuals 
in its efforts to improve society. 
The growth education aims to 
encourage can be described in 
three areas, which are the fol-
lowing: dear thinking and ex-
pression, understanding and ap-
preciation of the racial heritage, 
and factual knowledge ~bout 
the environment of m a n. 
Through schooling each student 
should be encouraged to think 
as clearly as possible; he should 
become competent in the tech-
niques and arts of communica-
tion as far as time and his own 
abilities allow. A primary and 
important aim of education is 
to foster those attitudes and im-
part that information that will 
enable the student to live the 
life of the group and to accept 
the responsibility associated with 
social living. In order to do this, 
the school must teach what it is 
to be a man, inculcate an ap-
preciation of the racial heritage, 
and aid each individual m 
adapting his aspirations to his 
abilities and inabilities. Trans-
mission of knowledge is an im-
portant task of education. It 
aims to help individuals to clear 
up problematic situations by the 
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discern the truth about things 
as they are; as far as they have 
been discovered the physical 
and moral laws of nature should 
be declared and taught by the 
school. Education should aim for 
the acceptance and understand-
ing of the scientific method as 
the tool for the discovery of 
truth about the world and as the 
means for the solution of man's 
numerous physical p r o b I e m s. 
With these aims placed at the 
base of education let us turn 
our attention to the curriculum 
of the school. 
~ 
The Curriculum 
The curriculum includes all 
of those experiences provided by 
the school through supervised di-
rection. It includes the whole 
living of the students so far as 
the school accepts responsibility 
for its quality. It is unified about 
the student body of the school 
seeking to achieve through the 
experiences afforded the achieve-
ment of the goals of education. 
It should teach those subjects, 
emphasize t h o s e experiences, 
that derive from the aims of 
schooling and not attempt to 
serve all the needs of society, nor 
to solve all social problems. Edu-
cators may well adopt White-
head's dictums: "Do not teach 
too many subjects," and "What 
you teach, teach thoroughly." 
The curriculum must include 
experiences that prepare for a 
life of work and a life of leisure. 
It includes activities that train 
one to be a consumer and other 
activities that train for the role 
of a producer. Each subject with 
imagination can be so arranged 
that its content may be directed 
both ways. Schooling that pro-
duces the expert without loss of 
the essential virtues of an ama-
teur has a well-ordered curricu-
lum. The experiences of school-
ing should include activities 
that prepare students for their 
role and relationships in society. 
A close view of contemporary 
cultures and social institutions 
is needed, just as is needed the 
wide view of the record of man's 
existence on earth. The curricu-
lum, if it is to meet the needs of 
our technical society, should in-
clude experiences that promote 
the understanding of the scien-
tific process. They should ex-
tend to the on-coming genera-
tion the truths that have been 
discovered about the universe in 
which we live, and about the 
physiological and emotional na-
ture of man. The curriculum 
should include mathematics by 
which the quantitative distinc-
tions observable in nature are 
ordered in the processes of analy-
sis, production, and distribution. 
--
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The experiences of schooling 
should offer courses that provide 
an understanding of the nature 
of man in his aspirations, his 
needs, his growth processes, and 
his destiny. 
Further, the curriculum must 
provide experiences that develop 
the basic skills needed for well-
being in a modern world. The 
curriculum should include math-
ematics and logic for the de-
velopment of concise thinking 
and accuracy in quantitative cal-
culating, linguistics, for the 
mastery of the mother tongue 
and the understanding of cul-
tures different from one's own, 
and synoptics, for an under-
standing of the present in the 
context of the past, the here in 
the context of the there, the 
finite to the infinite, the fact to 
the value, and the secular to the 
holy. The curriculum should in-
clude the opportunities to face 
r e 1 i g i o u s and moral issues. 
Schooling should teach people 
how to live without certainty 
and yet not be paralyzed by hesi-
tation. It must so arrange its 
program that values are taught, 
before it attempts to impart 
techniques. It should emphasize 
the elements of religion rather 
than the elements of ethics, be-
cause goodness derives from re-
ligion and not from ethics. Re-
ligion is needed in the curricu-
lum, if one is to assure a com-
plete view of life. 
~ 
Methods 
What methods of instruction 
can be deduced from the phil-
osophy that has been outlined? 
There are many particular pro-
cedures and techniques that 
could be elaborated, but space 
will allow only a few to be 
brought out. First, in planning 
the over-all curriculum, or the 
course, the school leader should 
proceed from an over-all view to 
the treatment of particulars; he 
should continually be alert to 
distinguish among the impor-
tant, the less important, and the 
unimportant. Priority should be 
given to the essentials so that 
they may be used with profit on 
the higher educational levels, 
and so that the drop-out suffers 
minim a 11 y. All methodology 
should be looked upon as the 
systematic means for preparing 
the pupil to gain the noetic in-
sights basic to conception, per-
ception, and reasoning. 
A prime feature of methodolo-
gy in teaching should be a wide 
and continuous respect for the 
individuality of each pupil. This 
requires a teacher capable of us-
ing a variety of t e a c h i n g 
methods, willing to use many 







FEBRUARY 1956 29 
able to discern the variabilities 
found in students for which 
adaptations are made. Through 
methods, subject matter can be 
made contemporary and in-
teresting. There is no one best 
method of teaching. There is no 
one train of thought that suits 
all groups of children. In de-
termining the method to be used 
the teacher should consider the 
age of the pupils, their interests, 
the size of the class, its maturity, 
its preparation, and the pur-
poses of the lesson. The method 
may well be chosen on the basis 
of the growth it will promote 
among the students. The center 
of method resides in the growth 
needs of the pupils and not in 
their interests; methods aim to 
promote the goals of education 
and, only secondarily, to make 
children happy or keep them 
amused. 
Learning can be difficult, and 
often initially it is not encourag-
ing. The school should empha-
size the fact that there are fun-
damentals to be learned, that 
the world is not made by our 
desires. There is a relatively 
stable content of knowledge that 
must be mastered, if one is to be 
educated. Appraisal should be of 
two kinds: one kind measures 
the acquisition of basic skills 
and fundamental knowledge in 
relation to fixed norms; the 
other evaluates the acquisition 
of knowledge and appreciations 
in relation to group norms. In 
matters of promotion and re-
tardation each individual stu-
dent should be treated in terms 
of his needs and abilities, for 
the individual has his end in 
himself. If retardation will fur-
ther the growth needs of a child, 
he is retarded; if promotion 
helps him, he is promoted. 
c;. 
The Teacher 
Before concluding, there is 
need for a comment about the 
teacher. Schooling with its cur-
riculum and its various methods 
and materials is no more effec-
tive than the teacher that works 
in it. The learning process de-
pends upon a teacher that de-
serves respect and upon a re-
spect for the teacher on the part 
of the pupils. Teachers should 
be persons of serious concern, of 
intellectual and moral integrity, 
and of profound humility. They 
should be animated by deep per· 
sonal convictions, for no teacher 
who lacks conviction can en-
g e n d e r conviction. However, 
they should be tolerant and 
understanding of views contrary 
to their own, because their role 
in the classroom is that of leaders 
and motivators and not of in-
doctrinators. 
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The Cry A.nd The Whine 
By JOHN STRIETELMEIER 
In a garden, eastward in Eden, 
a man and a woman waited, 
each evening, for a Voice which 
they loved more than any other 
sound or scent or sight in the 
perfect world which was their 
home and their kingdom. For 
each evening at sunset, the great 
God Who had created them 
called to them, and they waited 
for Him beneath the boughs of a 
great tree which He had placed 
in the midst of the garden. 
Adam and Eve loved this tree 
above all of the other trees in 
the garden, for it lifted them up 
above the creatures around them 
and set them in a place unique 
in the universe. They had been 
created free-free even to dis-
obey their Creator, if they should 
ever be foolish enough to want 
to. And to serve them as a con-
stant reminder of this special 
glory that was theirs, the Creator 
had given them this tree-a tree 
whose fruit was forbidden to 
them so that they might be truly 
free to disobey. For it was no 
sham freedom that was theirs. It 
was the freedom of life or death. 
"For in the day that thou eatest 
32 
thereof thou shalt surely die." 
Such glory, then, was man's, 
that alone of all created things 
he was permitted to hold his 
destiny in his hands and by a 
daily exercise of his will to set 
the limits of his own existence. 
But "when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with 
her; and he did eat. And the 
eyes of them both were opened, 
and they knew that they were 
naked." 
"And they heard the voice of 
the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day: 
and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God amongst the trees 
of the garden." 
And so it has been down 
through the ages since that fate-
ful day when our first parents 
set their desires against the com-
mand of God. From the heavens, 
obscured from our sight by the 





echoed and re-echoed the insist-
ent voice of the Creator calling 
to His creature: "Adam (that is 
to say, Man), where art thou?" 
And from amongst the trees 
where he has tried so desperately 
to hide himself there has come 
man's answering whine: "I have 
hid myself because I am naked." 
Was it for this that the 
Eternal took dust from the 
earth and with loving care 
fashioned it into a creature de-
signed to contain the breath of 
the divine? What is this business 
of the creature looking upon 
himself and being afraid? Who 
told us that we are naked? 
In that early morning of man-
kind's history, Adam ran from 
the voice of God and hid him-
self because sin was new to him 
and he had still a sharp recol-
lection of what it meant to be 
truly a man. Looking upon him-
self now as he had become by his 
transgression, he was afraid and 
ashamed, and unwilling that his 
Maker should look upon this 
thing which he had become. He 
who had been given dominion 
over the earth and the creatures 
of the earth no longer dared, as 
did the humbler creation, to pass 
beneath his Maker's eyes in the 
body which his Creator had 
fashioned for him. For he was 
no longer the creature which he 
had been. By his disobedience he 
had become, in a bitterly tragic 
sense, his own creator. And this 
thing which he had made of 
himself he dared not expose to 
the view of his Creator. 
This was the awful signifi-
cance of the Fall-not that man 
had become a warped and bent 
and twisted man, but that in the 
most literal sense he had ceased 
to be truly man at all. He had 
become a "something" -a some-
thing which sent a shudder 
through Heaven and a roar of 
triumphant laughter through 
Hell. 
But here, poised between the 
shudder and the laugh, was this 
something which had once been 
man. "In the day that thou eat-
est thereof thou shalt surely die." 
And with the knowledge of good 
and evil which he had derived 
from the eating of the tree, 
Adam could see, now, that the 
awful curse which had been laid 
upon the tree was not a capric-
ious taboo designed merely to 
"keep man in his place." In the 
very nature of things, there 
could be but one will in the 
universe. How could man, the 
lonely rebel, survive in a uni-
verse which remained loyal to its 
rightful Lord? He could not 
simply abdicate as man, and be-
come a beast, for he belonged to 
a different order of things than 
the beasts. He could not, by 
some supreme effort of the will, 
re-create himself in the lost im-
age of the divine, for only God 
Himself can create in His own 
image. He could not undo what 
he had done, for God was in-
volved in what he had done. 
And so, with time running out 
and his Creator's footfalls sound-
ing closer and closer, he grabbed 
for the nearest makeshift he 
could find: he redefined him-
self. 
And that makeshift, like so 
many makeshifts, has lasted man 
for a very long time. Read again 
the story of the Fall in Genesis, 
or read the myth of Prometheus, 
or listen to the complainings of 
Aeneas or to the disciplined 
whimperings of our own Lord 
Russell and you will hear the 
familiar old human whine: "He 
made us naked. Why does He al-
ways have to be picking on us? 
Is it our fault that we are what 
we are? We're doing the best we 
can, considering what He gave 
us to start with. What more does 
He want? After all, we're only 
human!" 
Well, now, that is just the 
point. It is our fault that we are 
what we are what we are. And 
we are not merely-or even-
human if that word "human" 
means today what it meant in 
the day when the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life. 
And that brings us to this 
matter of Ash Wednesday and 
Lent and Holy Week and Good 
Friday. What we confront in the 
Gospel accounts of these dark 
days is nothing less than the 
historical record of how God 
Himself lived and suffered and 
died in the flesh. Brought up as 
many of us have been in the 
Christian tradition, we see be-
neath the apparent tragedy of 
these events a story of comfort 
and triumph and glory. And as-
suredly it is all of that, "for by 
His stripes we are healed." But 
it is something else also, some-
thing which may surprise and 
alarm us. For just · as God's gift 
of freedom to man was no sham, 
so His remedy for man's catastro-
phic clioice of evil was no sham. 
God really lived, really suffered, 
and really died as man. And by 
doing all of this as man, He con-
tradicted once for all our com-
fortable rationalizations and op-
timistic interpretations of the 
human dilemma. 
Hear what the Church con-
fesses in the Athanasian Creed: 
"We believe and confess that our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is God and Man; God of 
the substance of the Father, be-
gotten before the worlds; and 
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mother, born into the world; 
perfect God and perfect Man, of 
a reasonable soul and human 
flesh subsisting." What does this 
mean? It means that in that ful-
ness of time of which the Scrip-
tures speak, God shouted back 
at man, as it were: ''I'm not go-
ing to let you get away with it. 
You are not going to redefine 
man in your own image and 
then blame me for making him 
what he is. Here, I'll show you 
what man really is. I'm sending 
my Son, and he will live among 
you where you can all see and 
hear and touch him. You take 
a good look at Him, and you will 
see what man really is. And then 
remember that you were what he 
is.H 
This is what we are saying 
when we say that we believe in 
Jesus Christ Who was true man, 
born of the Virgin Mary. True 
man! But if He, who was holy 
and blameless, was true man, 
what in the world are we? Either 
he was not true .man, or we are 
not truly human, for certainly 
He was someone far different 
from any of us. How, then, 
would we receive this man, this 
intolerable contradiction of our 
own self-definition? St. Stephen 
answers us in words which he 
first addressed to another gener-
ation of religious dilettantes who 
thought they had God in a box: 
"Of whom ye have been now 
the betrayers and murderers!" 
And so the Fall was more than 
a rebellion against God. It end-
ed, as it had to, in man's be-
trayal a n d murder of Man. 
"Never man spake as this man 
spake"-this Man Who hangs 
between heaven and earth, for-
saken by God and rejected by 
man. What there was of man in 
Him made Him loathsome to 
God, and what there was of God 
in Him made Him intolerable 
to us. But what He was, we once 
were. And what He was, we must 
again become if we are to re-
gain our lost humanity and the 
freedom which we traded for a 
bite. . 
And this is a disturbing and 
alarming thought. If, as the 
writer of Hebrews says, He was 
made perfect through suffering, 
it would seem to follow that we, 
too, must be perfected through 
suffering. Nor is this conclusion 
at all inconsistent with the many 
New Testament comparisons of 
conversion to a process of dying 
and rebirth or with Luther's de-
scription of the Christian life as 
a daily drowning of the self. "In 
the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die." But by 
His death our Lord gave us a 
choice of deaths. 
And so, as Lent comes again, it 
would be well for us to re-
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examine the first premises of our 
faith . To be a Christian is not 
merely to behave one's self a bit 
better than do one's neighbors 
round about. To be a Christian 
is not merely to know the right 
things to recite about the nature 
of God and the nature of man. 
To be a Christian is not merely 
to belong to a Christian church, 
however orthodox. To be a 
Christian is to be a new creature 
in Christ; or, in St. Paul's words, 
to be clothed upon with a 
heavenly house so that we shall 
not be found naked. 
It is important that we realize 
the full implications of this. 
Moral behavior is, of course, de-
manded of the Christian. But 
morality is not Christianity, and 
insofar as it may blind one to the 
rot that works within him it may 
even be a hindrance to salva-
tion. Not our sins, but our very 
righteousnesses, are denounced 
by the prophet as "filthy rags." 
To approach Lent with nothing 
more than a sympathetic pain in 
our hearts and a vague intention 
to pretty up our lives a bit just 
will not do. We shall not know 
the meaning of the Garden and 
the Praetorium and the Place of 
the Skull unless, by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, we truly die to 
all that we have been and permit 
the Son of God to be born in the 
ashes of our former selves. This 
means for us, as it did for Him, 
suffering and denial and death, 
but that need not surprise us. 
It was the Man Himself Who 
said, through His servant Paul, 
that "we must, through much 
tribulation, enter into the King-
dom of God." 
It is easy to laugh and shrug your shoulders when people act 
badly to others; it is much more difficult when they act 
badly to you. I have not found it impossible. The con-
clusion I came to about men I put into the mouth of a man 
I met on board ship in .the China Seas. ''I'll give you my 
opinion of the human race in a nutshell, brother," I made 
him say. "Their heart's in the right place, but their head 
is a thoroughly inefficient organ." 








Well, sir, I have sat here for 
twenty-five minutes just staring 
at this piece of paper and trying 
to think up something to write. 
I wish I could convince the 
Missus that when I just sit here 
looking off into space I am 
actually working. But she thinks 
I am just day-dreaming or some-
thing. 
The thing is that I am get-
ting tired of just talking about 
what goes on in this little hick 
town. These people don't ap-
preciate the publicity I am giv-
ing to Xanadu, anyway, and 
some of them actually object to 
what they call my gossiping 
about their business. Just goes 
to show you that a prophet is 
not without honor except in his 
own country. 
But sometimes I wonder 
whether maybe I shouldn't use 
my influence as a writer to sup-
port the right side on some of 
these big arguments that are go· 
ing on in the church. I have 
very strong feelings, for instance, 
about how ministers ought to 
dress and I sure don't care for 
this whole movement to dress up 
our preachers like maybe they 
were priests or something. It's 
time we go back to the good old 
black gown that our grand-
fathers wore. But I can't seem to 
find any Bible text to back me 
up. Of course, I've been using 
an English Bible and it seems to 
leave out a lot of things that I 
think I remember from the Ger-
man Bible. What we need is a 
good translation direct from the 
German. 
Then there is this business of 
church architecture. I see you 
gave space to this Mario Cor-
bett to try to prove that modern 
architecture is Lutheran, which 
is all right, of course, because we 
believe in freedom of speech. 
But neither Corbett nor any-
body else can convince me that 
this idea that a church ought to 
look like a factory is Christian, 
or even Lutheran. A thing ought 
to look like what it is, and if a 
building is a church it ought to 
look like a church. Especially it 
ought to have a steeple pointing 
up to heaven and it ought to 
have stained glass windows so 
that outsiders can't look in while 
the congregation is worshipping. 
Maybe it isn't entirely a coinci-
dence that architects started 
b u i I d i n g these factory-type 
churches about the same time 
that the Commies took over 
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Russia. At least it's a fact that 
if you are against religion one of 
the first things you would do is 
make it hard for strangers in 
town to be able to identify the 
churches. 
I have some very strong feel-
ings on science, too. I am no 
scientist myself, but Life maga-
zine has been running some ar-
ticles on what scientists are 
teaching about the age of the 
earth and the history of man 
and as far as I can see the thing 
is pretty clear-cut: a scientist 
can't be a Christian and vice 
versa. So why don't we stop 
pussy-footing and take a stand? 
You get some poor guy who likes 
the bottle too well or who can't 
let the women alone and he's 
up before the church council be-
fore he knows what hit him. But 
let another guy tack some fancy 
degrees after his name and run 
around in tweeds and they want 
to make him an elder. I say it's 
one rule for everybody: either 
get in line or get out-degrees or 
no degrees. 
And I would do the same 
thing with church members who 
go into politics. When I was a 
young man, it was a unheard-of 
thing for a member of our 
church to go into politics. Now 
every body is doing it. They 
talk about "public service" and 
all that sort of thing and maybe 
some of them really believe that 
they are doing a good work but 
you and I have been around 
enough to know what the stand-
ards of this world are and I don't 
see how any honest person can 
get around the text that tells us 
we have to "come out and be 
separate." If man hadn't sinned 
we wouldn't have to have any 
government, which is proof 
enough that politics is evil. 
I could go on like this for 
hours. The world is in a mess 
and the church is in an even 
worse mess and I have a hard 
time convincing myself that I 
should stick to reporting small 
town gossip when there are all 
of these important matters to be 
dealt with. Some of them are so 
complicated that even I don't 
know what to believe-like, for 
instance, this business of Boy 
Scouting. Others, like dancing, 
bother me because I think the 
church is wrong. (After all, I 
am a Christian and I love to 
dance, so it can't be actually 
wrong.) And then there is the 
whole problem of modesty in 
dress which we seem to pass off 
as though it had nothing at all 
to do with religion. 
Well, maybe I can work some 
of my ideas into my letters in 
the future. Meanwhile, Happy 
Valentine's Day. 





~ and MUSIC MAKERS 
By WALTEit A. HANSEN 
At last I have· heard Emil 
Gilels-not in the flesh but 
through the medium of a superb 
recording which, to an amazing 
extent, approximates an in-the-
flesh performance. Gilels plays 
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky's beau-
tiful, brilliant, much-abused, and 
long-suffering Piano Concerto in 
B Flat Minor with the Chicago 
Symphony 0 r c he s t r a under 
Fritz R einer. 
Who is Gilels? Well, he is the 
Soviet Union's most eminent 
pianist. 
Do you recall the peaches-
and-cream-on-the-surface Summit 
Conference which was held in 
Geneva last July? After that 
pow-wow the USSR decided that 
the time had come to permit 
two of its most distinguished 
musicians to play in the United 
States. Those mustctans are 
David Oistrakh, violinist, and 
Emil Gilels, pianist. 
I have not heard Oistrakh. But 
Gilels-. A few months ago one 
of our nation's most prominent 
music critics, who had been in 
Carnegie Hall in New York City 
when the much-discussed Soviet 
pianist made his American debut 
by playing Tchaikovsky's Piano 
Concerto with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra under Eugene Or-
mandy, told me that he would 
reserve judgment until, in a few 
days, he would hear Gilels in a 
recital. 
Naturally, my cunosay was 
aroused. Then word came to me 
from RCA Victor that Gilels 
would record Tchaikovsky's con-
certo with the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra under Reiner. 
A short time ago that record-
ing reached my home. I confess 
that I was filled with misgivings 
before I played it. But I literal-
ly held my breath when I actual-
ly heard what Gilels is able to 
do. I jumped out of my chair. 
Do you recall those prodigious 
octave passages in the first and 
third movements of Tchaikov-
sky's concerto? Well, when 
Vladimir Horowitz-more than 
twenty-five years ago-tossed off 
those octaves with incredible 
speed and accuracy, many ex-
claimed, "There ain't no such 
octaves!" 
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I agreed. But wait until you 
hear those octaves rush and 
thunder under the hands of 
Gilels! Yes, they are even more 
unbelievable than when t h e 
mighty Horowitz plays them! 
Listen to Gilels as he begins 
the cadenza in the first move-
ment! Note with what electrify-
ing effectiveness he enunciates 
those arpeggiated chords at the 
very start! Again I say that I 
jumped out of my chair. 
I do not care if Gilels comes 
from the Soviet Union, from 
Timbuctoo, or from Little Rock, 
and I need not tell you that T 
loathe communism and all its 
works. But, Soviet Union or no 
Soviet Union, Gilels, who was 
born in Odessa thirty-nine years 
ago, plays Tchaikovsky's con-
certo with what, to my mind, 
is incredible b r i 11 ian c e and 
beauty-incredible, that is, be-
fore you actually hear what he 
does. It would be wonderful in-
deed if Nikita S. Kruschchev and 
Nikolai Bulganin knew as much 
about proper statecraft as Gilels 
knows about the art of playing 
the piano. 
Gilels, Reiner, and the or-
chestra spent five hours record-
ing the concerto. After playing a 
movement pi ani s t, conductor, 
and some of the players would 
go below stage to a musty trunk 
room to hear a playback. Gilels 
and Reiner conversed in Ger-
man-the only language the 
pianist knows besides Russian. 
If they detected even the slight-
est imperfection here or there, 
they would record the movement 
again. Finally-after five hours 
-they were satisfied. 
For me at least Gilels has 
shed new light on Tchaikovsky's 
concerto. I like what Roland 
Gelatt, editor of High Fidelity 
Magazine, says on the record 
sleeve: 
This Tchaikovsky concerto was 
stewed in pungent Russian juices. 
It was earthy, rude, and intensely 
Slavic. No one hearing the work 
could doubt the nationality of the 
composer, even though Tchai-
kovsky prided himself on being a 
cosmopolite in his musical lang-
uage. For instance, there is a 
tune in the second movement that 
is said to be based on a French 
chanscmette. But whatever its 
derivation, the tune as set by 
Tchaikovsky can be made to 
speak with an indisputably Slavic 
accent. Hearing it embroidered 
with Mr. Gilels' rollicking ac-
centuations one would be loath to 
describe the music as anything 
but pure Russian. 
I had heard this recording for 
the first time on the evening be-
fore I reviewed a recital present-
ed by Leon Fleischer, one of the 
ablest young pianists of our time. 
When I saw Fleisher, I asked 
him if he had heard Gilels. "No," 
he said. Then, in the white heat 
of excitement, I told him about 
those rushing, flashing, a n d 
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Horowitz's?" asked F 1 e ish e r. 
"Yes," I replied. To me Fleisher 
seemed dubious. So was I before 
I had listened to the recording. 
* * * 
Let me tell you a little about 
Fleisher, past master of the me-
chanics of piano-playing and, at 
the same time, an artist endowed 
with extraordinary insight, 
vision, and sensitiveness. 
I had not heard Fleisher since 
1948. Although he was only 
nineteen at that time, I was im-
pressed by his brilliant and lucid 
performances of Franz Liszt's 
Piano Concerto in A Major and 
Cesar Franck's Symphonic Vari-
ations. 
The fame of this young artist 
has grown extensively since I 
heard, and wrote about, him for 
the first time. 
Fleisher began his recital with 
a masterful reading of Johann 
Sebastian Bach's Chromatic Fan-
tasy and Fugue, a composition so 
dumbfounding in its workman-
ship that scholars never cease to 
marvel at the genius of the man 
who brought it into being. 
Bach's Chromatic Fantasy and 
Fugue is so merciless in what it 
demands from those who under-
take to play it that many able 
pianists are afraid to include it 
in their recitals. Its construction 
is so intricate and, with it all, so 
crystal-dear in every detail that 
an accident here and there, a 
mistake in accentuation, or a 
faultily chosen degree of loud-
ness or softness will mar a per-
formance and divest it of the 
proper pertinence. 
But Fleisher, master that he 
is, gave a stirring exposition of 
the Chromatic Fantasy and 
Fugue-stirring because of its ab-
solute clarity and its completely 
pertinent expressiveness. If you 
listened to this reading from a 
historian's point of view, you 
were always keenly aware of the 
fact that Bach's consummate 
mastery of what is called chro-
maticism foreshadowed many of 
the tonal wonders that came 
into the world long after the 
great master's death. 
Then Fleisher turned his at-
tention to Ludwig van Beet-
hoven's graceful Sonata in G 
Major, Op. 79, the smallest of 
Beethoven's thirty-two p i a n o 
sonatas. Some call it one of the 
easiest and surmise-altogether 
falsely, I believe-that the com-
poser dashed it off in a hurry. 
Not long ago I read a comment 
which stated that this compo-
sition has a Mendelssohnian 
flavor. 
I disagree heart and soul with 
that comment, and Fleisher's 
ideal presentation of the master-
piece intensified that disagree-
ment. The one and only point 
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of contact I find with Mendels-
sohn is the wonderful polish the 
little sonata exemplifies. Other-
wise it reveals the robustness of 
Beethoven in the bright, rollick-
ing, and La end l e r-like first 
movement, the depth of his feel-
ing in the short Andante, and 
his sparkling humor in what, to 
my mind, is the sly and pointed 
questioning and answering of 
the Vivace. It was a touch of 
genius on the part of the com-
poser to end this sonata with a 
chord which was the third degree 
of the scale on top. 
Fleislier's performance of Beet-
hoven's sonata had polish in 
every measure. It had grace, feel-
ing, wit, sparkle, profundity, 
and the joy of living. I found 
refinement to an equal degree in 
his playing of three of Mendels-
sohn's Songs Without Words-E 
Flat Major, called Meditation; F 
Sharp Min or, called Lost Illu-
sions; and C Major, which as 
you know, is the unforgettably 
graphic Spinning Song. 
Yes, Fleisher is a master of 
many styles. From Mendelssohn 
he turned to Franz P e t e r 
Schubert. He played the fan-
tasy which long ago someone 
other than Schubert h i m s e 1 f 
called the Wanderer Fantasy be-
cause the variations in the slow 
movement are based on a short 
quotation from the great melo-
dist's song Der Wanderer. 
How beautifully the piano 
sang under Fleisher's fingers! 
Even the energetic fugue of the 
fourth movement sang with in-
fectious ardor. Besides, it was 
exhilarating to hear how in-
cisively Fleisher gave emphasis to 
the striking and d i s t i n c t I y 
S c h u b e r t i a n rhythm-pattern 
which, in more than one respect, 
holds the entire fantasy together. 
Fleisher revealed a highly 
sensitive feeling for color. This 
was especially evident at the 
very beginning of the recital, in 
the fantasy by Schubert, and in 
the performance of Claude De-
bussy's Suite Bergamasque-the 
suite at which the composer 
worked for more than ten years 
and in which he included the 
famous Clair de Lune. 
The young artist-only twenty-
seven years of age-gave an elec-
trifying performance of Chopin's 
brilliant and stately Polonaise in 
A Major, commonly known as 
the Military Polonaise. Then he 
played the same master's touch-
ing Berceuse with tenderness 
and ravishing beauty of tone. As 
a thrilling climax he literally 
took the audience by storm with 
a breath-taking de I i very of 
Chopin's Scherzo zn C Shm·p 
Minor, which, in my opinion, 
is one of the greatest works ever 
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me, Fleisher played the tempes-
tuous parts of this Scherzo with 
fabulous skill, vigor, and fire. 
J 
RECENT RECORDINGS 
PETER lLYICH TcHAIKOVSKY, Con-
certo No . 1, in B Flat Minor, for 
Piano and Orchestra, Op. 23. Emil 
Gilels, pianist, with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra under Fritz 
Reiner. - This is the exciting per-
formance I have written about in 
Music and Music Makers. 33 l /3 
rpm. RCA Victor LM-1969. 
IcoR STRAVIN SKY. Petrouchka. The 
Minneapolis Symphon y Orchestra 
under Antal Dorati. - An exhila-
rating presentation of the entire 
ballet score. Both the recording and 
the performance are exemplary. 
33 1/3 rpm. Mercury MG-50058. 
JoHANNE S BRAHMs. Symphony No . 4, 
in E Mi·nor, Op. 98. The Detroit 
Symphon)' Orchestra under Paul 
Paray. - Paray has fashioned De-
troit's orchestra into a wonderfully 
sensitive and responsive instrument. 
His reading of Brahms's Fourth is 
excellent in every way. The fourth 
movement of this work is one of the 
great and mighty marvels in music. 
33 1/3 rpm. Mercury MG-50057. 
EMMANUEL CHABRIER. Espana Rap-
sadie. jACQUEs IsERT. Escales (Ports 
of Call). MAURICE RAVEL. Rapsodie 
Espagnole. The Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra under Paul Paray. -
Remarkably beautiful playing. Ideal 
readings. Some conductors resort 
to a breakneck pace when they pre-
sent Chabrier's colorful travelogue 
titled Rapsodie Espana. Paray's 
tempo makes the work much more 
exciting. !bert's Escales (Palermo, 
Tunis-Nefta, Valencia) is another 
captivating travelogue in tone. The 
performance under Paray is ideaL 
Ravel's Rapsodie Espagnole (Pre-
lude a La Nuit, Malaguena, Haba-
nera, Feria) reveals the composer's 
orchestral sorcery both in its delica-
cy and in its flashing brilliance. So 
does the performance under Paray. 
33 1/3 rpm. Mercury MG-50056. 
EovARD liAGERUP GRIEG, From Hol-
berg's Time, Op. 40 (Prelude, Sara-
bande, Gavotte, Air, Rigaudon) ; 
Two Elegiac Melodies, Op. 34 
(Heart Wounds, The Last Spring); 
T wo Melodies After Original Songs, 
Op. 53 (Norwegian, The First 
Meeting); Two Norwegian Melo-
dies, Op. 63 (In Folk Style, Cow-
keeper's Tune and Peasant Dance) ; 
Two Lyric Pieces, Op. 68, Nos. 4· 
and 5 (At the Cradle, Evening in 
the High Mom1tains). The Arthur 
Winograd String Orchestra under 
Arthur Winograd. - My hat is off 
to Mr. Winograd, formerly 'cellist 
of the Juilliard String Quartet, for 
presenting, in a superb recording·, 
these fine miniatures from the pen 
of Norway's most important com-
poser. Evening in the High Moun-
tains calls for a solo oboe and a 
solo. horn in addition to the string 
orchestra. Do not dismiss Grieg with 
a shrug of the shoulders merel y be-
cause he was a miniaturist. After 
all, it is not the easiest thing in the 
world to create ideal compositions 
in miniature form. Grieg was a 
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born lyricist. Besides, he was a 
master of the art of harmony. 
33 1/3 rpm. M-G-M E3221. 
SERGEI RACHMANINOFF. Sonata for 
Piano No . 1, in D Minor, Op. 28 . 
Warren Perry Thew, pianist. 
Have you ever heard this brooding 
and introspective work? I wonder. 
I know that I had never heard 
Rachmaninoff's Piano Sonata No . 
1 before this fine recording reached 
me. 33 1/3 rpm. M-G-M E3247. 
MICHAEL CARR. Wintert ime Suite 
(King Winter ; Happy Fat Man ; 
Winter in Mexico ; Home for Christ-
mas; Winter Setting; December H as 
a Warm Heart ; Red Indian Snow• 
man; Eight Very Busy ·Little Rein-
deer; Star in the East ; Holly and 
Ivy a·nd Mistletoe; Jack Frost , In-
corporated; Ring in the Ne w Year ). 
Richard Ellsasser, playing the pipe 
organ in the John Hays Hammond, 
Jr., Museum, Gloucester, Mass-
achusetts. - This engaging suite 
was written expressly for the re-
cording made by Mr. Ellsasser. It 
will give much joy to many. 33 1/3 
rpm. M-G-M E3284. 
SOUNDS OF NATURE - VOLUM E 2. A 
Day in Algonquin Park. Presenting 
voices of the forest, marsh, and 
lake, through a summer's day, from 
dawn to dusk, in Algonquin Pro-
vincial Park. Recorded in their 
natural out-of-doors environment by 
William W. H . Gunn. - As a mu-
sician I have only one thing in 
common with the mighty Ludwig 
van Beethoven: a passionate fond-
ness for the sounds of nature. In 
A Day in Algonquin Park you hear 
bullfrogs, green frogs, mink frogs, 
mosquitoes, redwings, a robin, a 
Maryland yellowthroat, a white-
throated sparrow, a swamp sparrow, 
an alder flycatcher, a mourning 
warbler, a Canada warbler, a 
chestnut-sided warbler, a winter 
wren, a hermit thrush, a Black-
burnian warbler, a chickadee, a 
redbreasted nuthatch, an oven bird, 
a scarlet tanager, vireos, a grosbeak, 
a grackle, a red squirrel, the chisel-
ing of a bark beetle larva, a cricket, 
a whip-poor-will, a tree frog, a 
trilling toad, ducks, loons, and 
other denizens of the woods. This is 
wonderful music. Federation of On-
tario Naturalists, 187 Highbourne 
Road, Toronto, Canada. 
ANTONIO VIVALDI. The Seasons and 
Concerto in E Flat Major (The 
Sea T empest) . Virtuosi di Roma 
(Collegium Musicum It a I i cum) 
under Rena to Fasano. - I have 
never heard better performance of 
these beautiful concerti. Attractively 
boxed. Philip L. Miller has con-
tributed excellent program notes. 
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RELIGION 
Unsigrud f'eviews are by the l!ditor1 
and style which are modern enough to 
refer to Monica's elders as "the old 
folks" or to Evodius as a "secret ser-AUGUSTINE: CONFESSIONS AND 
ENCHIRIDION, Edited and translated 
by Albert Cook Outler (Vol. VII), 
and AUGUSTINE: LATER WORKS, 
Edited and translated by John Burn-
aby (Vol. VIII), of THE LIBRARY OF 
CHRISTIAN CLASSICS 
(Westminster, $5.00 each) 
Of the twenty-six volumes which 
will eventually appear in this series, 
three are devoted to Saint Augustine. 
The first volume, published in 1953 
and (favorably) reviewed in this 
journal the following year, was a col-
lection of eight of Augustine's earlier 
writings. The present two volumes 
contain his Confessions and Enchirid-
ion and his The Trinity, The Spirit 
and the Letter, and ten homilies on 
the First Epistle of John. These three 
volumes, plus a copy of Dods' trans-
lation of the City of God, would pro-
vide the theologically interested lay-
man with an ample and well-edited 
selection of Augustine's works. 
Professor Albert Outler's fresh new 
translation of the Confessions and the 
Enchiridion and his even more expert 
introduction to them are beyond re-
proach-except for one possible, and 
sometimes distracting, limitation in 
his English of the Confessions. On the 
one hand, he employs a vocabulary 
vice agent;" on the other hand, all 
statements addressed to the Deity 
(which in the Confessions of course 
appear in almost every other sentence) 
are in the seventeenth century Eng-
lish of King James I. Either device by 
itself is perfectly proper and pleasing, 
it is only the combined use of both 
at once which at times seems incon-
gruous. 
While Outler's translation of the 
Confessions does not always read as 
easily as some other modern English 
versions do, one suspects that the 
fault at these points is less Outler's 
than Augustine's own and that this 
translator is concerned to be not only 
intelligible but accurate. For instance, 
consider this readable passage from 
the recent translation by F. J. Sheed: 
" .. .. The human mind can but aim 
at a sort of lightless knowledge-or, 
if you prefer, enlightened ignorance" 
(XII, 5). Now read the same passage 
-less readable but more exact-in 
Outler's rendering: " .... Human 
thought .... may be attempting either 
to know by being ignorant or by know-
ing how not to know." 
It is a rewarding experience, in 
passing from a reading of the Con-
fessions to a reading of the De Trini-
tate, to explore the methodological 
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similarities m the two works. As Edi-
tor John Burnaby indicates, the "more 
inward way" by which Augustine, in 
the second half of De Trinitate, intro-
spectively explores the trinity-in-unity 
in the human self (in which respect 
the human creature images his Cre-
ator), is essentially the same pro-
cedure by which Augustine, in the 
earlier Confessions, retraced the gra-
cious operation of divine providence 
in his own conversion. Reading the 
two books with this methodological 
parallel in mind makes them mutually 
illuminating. 
This reviewer, however, is inclined 
to say that one has not really read 
Augustine until he has read his ser-
mons, especially the ten on First John 
which Burnaby has here included and 
translated. The ancient homily form 
serves to restrict Augustine closely and 
concretely to the biblical text, dis-
courages his otherwise elaborate and 
sometimes excessive flights of dialectic, 
and reveals both the stem polemicist 
and the gentle pastor in this our per-
ennial Doctor Gratiae. 
MEN WHO SHAPE BELIEF 
By David Wesley Soper (Westmin-
ster, $3.50) 
The lives and thought of eleven 
representatives of living schools of 
thought in American theology are pre- ' 
sented in Soper's most recent volume. 
These continue, in somewhat ab-
breviated form, Soper's interpretation 
of six men in his Major Voices in 
American Theology. He has attempted 
to think sympathetically with his se-
lectees; critical reflection enters only 
incidentally. After a general descrip-
tion of the theologian's life and work 
Soper attempts to expound the candi-
date's own writings on such themes 
as epistemology, the nature of God, 
man, the Church, the world and escha-
tology. He achieves quite well the ob-
jective set forth, both in penetrating 
the background which conditioned the 
men and in sketching their several 
contributions. 
The eleven men included are: 
James Luther Adams, Douglas V. 
Steere, John A. Mackay, Walter M. 
Horton, John C. Bennet, Wilhelm 
Pauck, Harris Rail, Norman Pittenger, 
Louis Berkhof, Henry N. Wieman, and 
Edgar S. Brightman (now dead). 
Why these? One may well insist that 
the contributions of certain of these 
professors is, in terms of the present 
theological situation, almost passe. On 
the other hand, any number of bright 
young men, some of whom are given 
nods in the "Conclusion," threaten to 
unseat their mentors. In addition, one 
may ask why the wielders and shapers 
of weapons in the denominational 
seminaries fare so ill in comparison 
with the ecumenically-oriented pun-
dits of the interdenominational schools. 
What about significant Roman Catho-
lic theologians? However, if one grants 
the author his standard of reliance on 
a poll among seminary leaders and 
churchmen he has no cause to ques-
tion the above list. 
For a reviewer who sat at the feet 
of three of the above one major 
criticism of Soper's method emerges. 
In his emphasis on the books and 
periodical literature of each theologian 
has he actually captured the most 
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Or have central emphases and over-
whelming interests of certain men re-
ceived accent through the years in 
the classroom, and have these failed 
to find reflection in their publica-
tions? In the case of someone like 
Wieman one could say his writings 
speak very eloquently. But for Adams 
and Pauck one must say that certain 
of their most important contributions 
find only peripheral expression in their 
writings, and in this respect Soper's 




By Paul Darcy Boles (Macmillan, 
$4.50) 
Tone Grayleaf, the central charac-
ter of this novel, moved to Glenport, 
a suburb west of Chicago, in 1929 
when he was 12 years old. He at-
tended the local schools, got a job 
directing an orchestra, and fell in 
love with a Glenport girl. Not until 
he was drafted in World War II did 
he leave, since he was also in love 
with the town for certain qualities 
which are not apparent to the reader. 
Life in this suburban haven was far 
from exciting and, as a result, so is 
the novel. 
The novel does succeed, however, 
as a portrait of a midwestern town, 
and as a study of the normal charac-
ters to be found in a small city. These 
are not overdrawn or standard small-
town fictional characters, but fairly 
average human beings and they are 
readily recognizable by type if not al-
ways by manner of speaking which is 
at times very quaint. This is, for the 
most part a wholesome novel and, 
since there is a need for novels of its 
kind, it is regrettable this one is not 
more interesting. 
'Mr. Boles, who is in the advertising 
business in Atlanta, grew up in the 
Chicago area (Hobart and Gary, In-
diana, and Glen Ellyn, Illinois) and 
he plans to write two more novels 
with the countryside surrounding Chi-
cago as their locale. 
HUFFLEY FAIR 
By Dorothy Evelyn Smith (Dutton, 
$3.50) 
In a Yorkshire setting Mrs. Smith 
"novelizes" about a family which has 
a rude beginning and ,a disheartening 
continuance. A lay preacher who is 
ambitious sees failure for his plans 
when circumstances force him to 
marry a gypsy girl, Lou. This dis-
illusioned and bitter man dominates 
and rules his household with a mis-
guided hand. Not until his daughter 
has a family of her own does he learn 
to become less embittered and more a 
loving husband and father. 
Huffley Fair is just reading if a per-
son doesn't have anything else to read. 
This is not to say that there is no 
merit at all in such reading, but there 
really isn't much else one can say 
about novels that just occupy time 
and don't claim even to twitch the 
world. The character development is 
fairly complete in some cases, but in 
a novel like this, where three genera-
tions are covered in so few pages, a 
reader never quite gets over the feel-
ing he's just looking on instead of act-
ing with the characters. 
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THE SMILING REBEL 
By Harnett T. Kane (Doubleday, 
$3.95) 
In 1954, Mr. Kane, a rather pro-
lific author, brought forth Spies For 
The Blue and Gray, a collection of 
short biographies. Now it seems that 
he may give each of the subjects of 
the earlier effort the full novel treat-
ment. The Smiling Rebel is Belle Boyd, 
whose exploits occupied a chapter in 
Spies. Miss Boyd was probably the 
most famous, as well as the most 
beautiful, espionage agent on either 
side of the Mason-Dixon Line. She 
began her activities when she was 
only seventeen. By the time she was 
twenty-one she had been arrested a 
half-dozen times and imprisoned at 
least twice. She loved the South pas-
sionately and used her beauty and her 
brains to serve it as best she could. 
Mr. Kane's portrayal of Bell Boyd 
is completely sympathetic and ro-
mantic. With this I have no particular 
quarrel. I do object, ho-wever, to the 
utilization of exciting fact for the pro-
duction of dull fiction. Not every one 
can be a MacKinlay Kantor or Bruce 
Catton, but there is little justification 
for a book that is so commonplace in 
its style, so trite in its descriptive 
phrases and so bankrupt in its vocabu-
lary. The recent and great demand 
for Civil War literature apparently 
has prompted publishers to market 
anything on the subject. Civil War 
addicts or no, leave this one on the 
bookstore shelf. 
GENERAL 
THE REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS 
By Edward J. Ruppelt (Doubleday, 
$4.50) 
Mr. Ruppelt is the mouth of the 
horse w h e n it comes to Flying 
Saucers. He is the former head of the 
United States Air Force Project Blue 
Book which was established to investi-
gate -unidentified flying objects (a 
term that he and others prefer to 
"saucers" and which, in typical mili-
tary style, has been shortened to 
"UFO") and now that he is a civilian 
again he has decided to offer this un-
official report to the people. 
Mr. Ruppelt reviews the history of 
UFOs in this country, and touches 
briefly on accounts from other places, 
and the various and sundry investiga-
tions that the Air Force has made. He 
examines the "classic cases" as he calls 
them and offers a great deal of history 
and detail on a large number of 
various types of UFOs that have been 
sighted. 
1l1e whole subject of UFOs is, of 
course, a fascinating one. Are they or 
are they not interplanetary space 
ships? Mr. Ruppelt does not profess 
either to believe that they are or that 
they are not. While he was on the 
project they studied 1,593 reports. His 
conclusions (or lack of them) are 
based on these f i g u r e s. The 
whole area is one t·hat is bound to 
remain in the public eye unless, and 
this seems unlikely, there is suddenly 
:1 complete disappearance of UFOs 
or all of the present "Unknown" sight-
ings are explained in terms of new 
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COLLECTIVISM ON THE CAMPUS 
By E. Merrill Root (Devin-Adair, 
$5.00) 
It is the thesis of Professor Root, 
who is professor of English at Earl-
ham (Indiana) College, that "the 
battle for the mind in American col-
leges . . . is a battle between collecti-
vism, that would reduce unique per-
sons to efficient functions in a domi-
nant mass; and individualism, that 
would exalt the status of the persons 
who freely constitute it;" that there 
i; need for "a great debate, on the 
plane of logic, fact, and reason, before 
the forum of the American people, 
between collectivism and individual-
ism;" that "there is no debate today 
and can not be any until individual-
ism can freely and proportionately 
speak;" and that a prerequisite to the 
debate is the repudiation of "the ex-
tremes of collectivism," fascim and 
communism. 
Professor Root marshalls arguments 
to substantiate his contention that the 
extremes of ,collectivism are not en-
titled to the protections and privileges 
of academic freedom because they de-
mand it only to destroy it. In the 
course of these arguments, he re-
traverses much old, familiar ground 
and sometimes finds himself with 
fellow-travellers who are much ' less 
reasonable and restrained than he is. 
Perhaps the chief fault of this part 
of the book is that he belabors a point 
which most of us feel need not detain 
us overlong. Academic freedom, if it 
means anything at all, means freedom 
for the man who truly desires to be 
free. It can not be legitimately 
claimed by the man who admits his 
bondage to any political or denomina-
tional or intellectual "party line." 
The more serious and more signifi-
cant criticism which Professor Root 
directs against the contemporary intel-
lectual situation is that, in fact, there 
exists a kind of intellectual or philo-
sophical party line which defines 
"academic respectability," and which, 
in effect, denies a hearing to anyone 
who gets out of line. He uses the labels 
"liberal" and "conservative" to cover 
the proponents of this line and the 
dissidents from it. These labels seem, 
to us, unfortunately chosen because 
the words have been emptied of all 
meaning by their bandying-about in 
our generation. Nevertheless, he points 
to a situation which some of us who 
are engaged in the academic life have 
found to be real, and which poses 
some of the most baffling problems for 
the defenders of academic freedom. 
What it comes down to is this: that, 
at least in theory, there exist views 
which, however honestly held by per-
sons possessing respectable degrees, 
can not be permitted expression in a 
college classroom. Why not? Because 
they have been examined and reject-
ed by an overwhelming number of the 
professor's professional peers. Thus, 
for example, academic freedom would 
not protect the right of a geographer 
to teach that the earth is flat, even in 
the unlikely event that the man held 
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a Ph.D. from the University of Chi-
cago. 
The problem becomes ticklish when 
one is called upon to draw the line be-
tween the intolerable and the unpopu-
lar. And what Professor Root fears, 
rightly we think, is that the tendency 
has been to move the line much too 
far over into the area of the unpopu-
lar. For there are fads in the academic 
world, just as elsewhere, and the fad-
dists have a way of demanding that 
everybody go along with the fad. Pro-
fessor Root cites case histories of men 
who have been badgered or even 
stifled, not because their thinking was 
illogical but simply because it was out 
of style. And this appears to be 
especially true in the social sciences. 
It is important to note that, al-
though Professor Root disapproves of 
what he calls "collectivism," this book 
is not a demand that collectivist 
thinking be driven from the campus. 
All that he is asking is that a hearing 
be given to what he calls "individual-
ism." This seems to us a fair enough 
demand and one which, if granted, 
would do something to restore the at-
mosphere of intellectual excitement 
and passionate contention for the 
truth which seems to be so sadly lack-
ing in the monolithic, routinized, and 
lack-lustre campuses of the mid-fifties. 
DEEP RIVER 
By Howard Thurman (Harper, 
$2.00) 
Grandson of a slave, Professor 
Thurman was co-pastor of a San Fran-
cisco congregation and is now Dean of 
the Chapel at Boston University. 
·Seven of his addresses, revised and 
enlarged, are here presented in a ca-
denced prose (together with some 
original poetry) reminiscent of his 
theme, the religious spirituals. 
Permeated as they are with the vo-
cabulary of familiar and occasionally 
less-known tunes, and using graphical-
ly the clipped-narrative method of the 
folk ballad, these short "reflections" 
are obviously intended to be suggestive 
for meditation-a goal remarkably 
achieved. Ponder, e.g. "the other-
worldly hope is always available when 
groups of people find themselves com-
pletely frustrated in the present,'' or 
'again, "the existence of these songs is 
in itself a monument to one of the 
most striking instances on record in 
which a people forged a weapon of 
offense and defense out of a psycho-
logical shackle." 
Essentially the three profoundest 
sources for these unusual folk songs 
are illuminated: pertinent sections of 
the Old and New Testaments, the 
simple world of everyday Nature, and 
inner-life but emotionally personal ex-
periences of religion that echoed im-
mortal longings. Prominent are the 
Sorrow Songs such as Oh, Nobody 
Knows De Trouble I've Seen, and the 
Pilgrim Spirituals like We Are Climb-
ing Jacob's Ladder. One entire section 
is devoted to a rather sentimental de-
velopment of the river analogy which 
this book's title emphasizes. 
Here is indeed (in the Biblical 
phrasing of another spiritual) a balm 
in Gilead. Special mention should be 
made of two supplementary devices 
'employed, namely miniature I in e 
drawings by Elizabeth Orton Jones 
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.., all direct quotations from the spirituals 
in sharp contrast with the black ink 
that prints Thurman's comments. 
HERBERT H. UMBACH 
NIGHT RAIDER OF THE ATLANTIC 
By Terence Robertson (Dutton, 
$4.00) 
...., 
The most deadly successful of the 
German submarine captains in World 
War II was Otto Kretschmer, com-
mander of the U-99. It was he who 
developed the technique of surfacing 
; 
a submarine in the center of a mer-
chant ship convoy and firing torpedoes 
to both sides, an unusual departure 
from the orthodox submarine opera-
tion of remaining submerged at some 
distance and firing a fan of torpedoes 
at a convoy. His was an amazingly 
successful technique and in a little 
over a year of action he managed to 
sink over 350,000 tons of shipping. 
_ After he was captured at sea in 1941, 
Kretschmer continued to play an ener-
getic and exciting role in English and 
Canadian prison camps. 
These war-time adventures of the 
U -boat commander are described by 
Terence Robertson who gathered his 
information from the subject himself 
and from official Allied and German 
source material. It is an unfailingly 
interesting book. At times, this is an 
uncomfortable book when it reveals 
how closely the submarines came to 
ruling the Atlantic. But it is also com-
forting to read how the submarines 
were kept from reaching their poten-
tial by inadequate German planning, 
Nazi administrative bungling, and 
faulty military intelligence. 
Kretschmer emerges as a ruthless 
and courageous, humorless and gallant 
German officer more typical of the 
first World War. He has been picked 
for a top post in the new German 
Navy. 
THE DEMON OF PROGRESS 
IN THE ARTS 
By Wyndham Lewis (Regnery, 
$3.00) 
This is a strange book. From its title 
one might judge it to be a compre-
hensive survey of the arts in our time, 
but it contains little or nothing about 
music, architecture, or literature; it 
deals mainly with painting and sculp-
ture. 
Like the layman, Mr. Lewis does 
not approve of what he sees at ex-
hibits of "modern" art. "Extremism" 
is the name he gives to canvasses 
decorated with geometrical designs 
and to sculptures fabricated from 
chunks of wood and metal. Their per-
petrators, he thinks, have approached 
zero; the only advanced step remain-
ing seems to be the totally vacant 
canvas. He wields the cudgels of good 
sense and the stings of his waspish wit 
against what he regards as an artistic 
fraud compounded of incompetence, 
vanity, the machinations of art pun-
dits, and the pressure of being up to 
date. He contends that in all the arts 
there is an "easily defined limit," be-
yond which, in the nature of things, 
there is nothing. Painting and sculp-
ture, more than music and literature, 
have recklessly skirted this artistic 
precipice. 
It seems to this reviewer that in 
spite of the slimness of this volume 
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Mr. Lewis has developed his thesis 
deviously and uneconomieally, and it 
seems questionable that painting and 
sculpture should be generalized about 
separately from the other arts. If cer-
tain tendencies are more pronounced 
there than, say, in literature, it would 
nevertheless be worth while to under-
stand the interrelationships. What, for 
instance, is an "easily defined limit" 
in literature? 
Basically, Mr. Lewis seems to be 
more worried about modern life gen-
erally than about the arts. He com-
plains that "·we seem to be running 
down, everywhere in life, to a final 
end of all good things"-not just pic-
tures, but bread, cheese, milk, wood, 
paper, the socks on our feet, and per-
haps even the human product itself. 
ALLEN E. TUTTLE 
TEACHER: ANNE SULLIVAN MACY 
By Helen Keller (Doubleday, $3.50 ) 
It's not difficult to suppose tha t 
there are many persons in this present 
generation who, while they know of 
Helen Keller, don' t know too many 
details of her life. This year Miss 
Keller will be seventy-six, and it has 
been over fifty years since her story 
was first told to the public. Teache r 
contains all that the original 1902 
autobiographical edition did plus ad-
ditional letters and an account of Miss 
Keller 's education (as well as, of 
course, a recounting of events to the 
present ). 
Miss Keller is frank, not only about 
herself but about her teacher. By 
frank we do not mean that Teacher is 
an "expose" either of Miss Keller or 
of Anne Sullivan Macy: it is rather 
an honest, true picture of a human 
being who meant more to Miss Keller 
than any other person did. Anne Macy 
had many difficulties of her own, in-
cluding poverty, ill-health, near-
blindness, loss of family, emotional 
problems, and a constant battle against 
obesity. And yet Miss K eller, know-
ing Mrs. Macy's problems, doesn't hes-
itate to write of Teacher's impatience 
or prejudice. The whole book, how-
ever, gives accurate credit to Mrs. 
Macy's skill as a teacher and is proof 
of Miss Keller 's ability to be an indi-
vidual apart from her teacher. 
DANIEL DEFOE 
By Brian FitzGerald 
$4.00) 
(Regnery, 
This study draws upon no biograph-
ical source material not previously 
known and used in James Suther-
land's biography of Defoe published 
in 1937. This new volume, however, 
is a reinterpretation of Defoe against 
a background of religious, political, 
economic, and social conflicts of his 
time. The picture that emerges is not 
merely that of the father of the modern 
novel (though the book contains 
some perceptive literary criticism) but 
that of a modern, middle-class person-
ality reflecting the energies and atti-
tudes of a newly rising capitalism. 
ALLEN E. TuTTLE 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER 
By J acques Feschotte (Beacon 
Press, $2.00) 
On New Year's Eve this reviewer 




FEBRUARY 1956 53 
• 
not turned in a review of this book 
by a lively discussion of the subject, 
-; Albert Schweitzer, that was taking 
place at a congenial gathering. One of 
the people present wanted to know 
why some of us thought so much of 
Albert Schweitzer. The young lady in 
question wanted to know whether 
some of us were just being motivated 
• by hero worship in our admiration of 
Schweitzer or whether there was any 
real factual basis for our admiration. 
She was of the opinion that Schweit-
zer was ·highly overrated. Upon further 
questioning it was revealed that she 
had read none of Schweitzer's works 
~ whether theological, philosophical, 
musicological, or medical; she had 
heard none of Schweitzer's organ re-
cordings; she had never seen the 
Widor-Schweitzer edition of t h e 
Bach organ works; but she had merely 
read the superficial account that John 
Gunther accords Schweitzer in his "In-
side Africa." 
The present volume which the re-
viewer is going to bequeath to the 
young lady in question will do little if 
anything at all to change her opinion 
because it is written by a fellow Al-
satian who is almost too close· to 
Schweitzer to give a completely ob-
~ jective estimate in every respect. 
Nevertheless, it is an interesting little 
volume and has as its purpose that of 
-~ fulfilling the need for a brief and yet 
adequate review of the life and work 
;.( of Albert Schweitzer in English. It 
by no means pretends to be a complete 
and exhaustive biography as the title 
implies. For more comprehensive 
studies one should look at the work of 
Charles R. Joy especially. 
M. Feschotte gives brief vignettes 
into the childhood of Dr. Schweitzer, 
his days as a student at Strasbourg, 
the early years in Africa, the diffi-
culties in Lambarene during the first 
world war, the return to Europe and 
the subsequent re-opening of the work 
in Lambarene. 
The book contains two addresses by 
Dr. Schweitzer. John Russell did the 
translation from the original French. 
A CURE FOR SERPENTS 
By Alberto Denti di 
(Sloane, $4.00) 
Pirajno 
The Duke of Pirajno, a physician 
by profession, and a colonial admin-
istrator by assignment, spent a great 
part of his life in the service of the 
Italian government in North Africa. 
The Duke must be one of the last of 
a vanishing breed. The well-educated, 
highly-cultured, extremely urbane, ad-
ministrator of the sort that one has a 
tendency to think can only be pro-
duced by the English. 
In this book the Duke recounts 
some of his adventures in North 
Africa both as a doctor and as a gov-
ernment official ending with his ac-
count of the surrender of Tripoli, of 
which he was the governor, to Gen-
eral Montgomery. Many of his ex-
periences grew out of his role as phy-
sician and all of them are well told. 
He was the confidante of a good many 
persons, both European white and 
native and many of them have af-
forded him experiences that he retells 
with a great deal of wit and humor. 
The book is subtitled "A Doctor 
in Africa" and I must admit that I 
picked it up rather reluctantly fear-
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ing a rather dull and detailed account 
of the efforts of a doctor to bring 
health and welfare to the African 
natives. I was most pleased, therefore, 
to discover a very charming book 
written by a man whose company I 
am sure I could enjoy immensely. 
He is a good story-teller and I think 
that the dust-jacket does not err 
in stating that some of his experiences 
"are not for the tender-minded·, but 
it is certain to pleasure and profit all 
literate and inquiring minds." There 
are some photographs although many 
of them do not appear to be relevant. 
Kathleen Naylor did the translation 
and I am sure is entitled to credit 
for what is an extremely readable 
book. 
NEW FOUND WORLD 
By Harold Lamb 
$5.75) 
(Doubleday, 
This is the fifth volume to be pub-
lished in the Mainstream of America 
Series. Chronologically it is the first. 
After a brief reference to Erik the 
Red and his son, Leif, and a back-
ward glance at the pre-historic new 
world, Mr. Lamb takes the reader 
from Columbus' landfall on San Sal-
vador to the explorations of Cham-
plain, a period of one hundred-odd 
years. All of the familiar names are 
here-Cartier, Cabot, Cortes, Pizzaro, 
de Leon, Coronado, de Soto, Balboa, 
Magellan, Drake and Hawkins. And 
there are many others whose names 
seldom appear in the standard history 
textbook. The book emphatically dem-
onstrates that until almost 1600 the 
chief concern of the European nations 
was not colonization or exploitation of 
the new world, but rather to find a 
practical way around it, or, better, 
through it to the wealth of Asia. The .. 
Spaniards, of course, did a substantial 
amount of exploring. But they were 
bent upon finding more cities of gold 
1-
like those they had lucked upon in 
Mexico and Peru. It remained for the 
French and English, relative late-
comers to the new continent, to 
realize its potentialities. And even 
they retained a vestige of the dream 
of a passage to the far East. 
The Mainstream of America Series 
is designed to acquaint the interested 
and intelligent reader with American 
history without boring him. Mr. • 
Lamb's book is a contribution to this 
effort. His work is considerably better 
(and shorter) than its predecessor, 
From Lexington to Liberty, and he is 
able to give a rather adequate account " 
of a century of discovery and explora-
tion without numbing the reader with 
the narcotic of detail. The pace is 
brisk without being racy, and there is ~ ; 
just enough quotation from original 
sources which, in combination with a I 
dash of wry humor, adds the touch 
~ .. of spice that a book of this kind 
needs. Since Americans are very prob-
ably as rusty in their knowledge of 
geography as they are in history, a • 
few simple maps would have been I 
helpful. II 
Personal observation has demon-
strated that many people consider 
history a rather uninteresting con-
glomerate of names, dates and places. 
The publishers of the Mainstream 
Series, recognizing this, and aware of 
the presence of Americans, painfully 
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set about to prove the skeptics wrong 
and to enlighten the benighted. Their 
.- list of authors for published, as well as 
for forthcoming books, is impressive. 
·If the books still to be published are 
as good as this one and its predeces-
sors, the en tire collection will be an 
educational and stimulating addition 
to every library. 
APOLOGUE 
Blue-mouthed tongue, at dawn 
drools tattling berry juices 
sucked when lumbering-foot-
ed, morning-thirsty, found 
full vine for love. 
Sweet-odored, pronely tangled, 
slackly-wed to cling more 
raptly shaggy coat 
of bead-eyed prowler --
huge, yet timid, slow, yet 
strong-embracing . . . active 
in heat's season, dark or light; 
and swift of paw, from dormance through 
caved continence, 
last winter's brother-sleep prepared. 
And none informs diurnal -
parting night who spoiled his bed. 
-JAMES BoYER MAY 
A Minority 
Report 
------------ly VICTOI F. H O FF MANN 
Complex Ame ri can 
Society 
To declare that American so-
ciety is complex is to state a 
truism. It is undoubtedly obvious 
to many Americans that their 
society is rushing at them from 
all directions and in many dif-
ferent ways. 
For this reason among others, 
it appears at times as if we 
Americans can never get our feet 
on the solid ground of basic in-
terpretations when we talk about 
ourselves and our society. Like 
the natives of California, we 
have become accustomed to such 
tensions. While we are trying to 
push our heads up and through 
the fog to the light of day, we 
feel the earth beneath us shaking 
with the tremors of the almost 
omnipresent earthquakes. 
The tensions and complexities 
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involved in interpreting Ameri-
can life show up very often in 
bold relief in the great Ameri- ,.. 
can game of politics. For ex-
ample-at about the time many 
Americans were becoming ac-
customed to the Eisenhower ad-
ministration-and to the fact that 
he would run again-Ike (who is 
trying like FDR to be a father to 
us all) had a heart attack. That 
he almost had it in his very own 
congenial and in imitable style 
is not the point of consideration. 
After his attack, rumors, dis-
avowals, and denials swept the 
American scene in the proverbial • 
political manner, The Republi-
cans who had become accus-
tomed to merchandising the ~... 
Eisenhower commodity suddenly 
gave evidence that their shelves ._ 
had been swept clean. They be-
gan to fight about how and with • 
what they were going to re-stock 
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the shelves. The Democrats be-
gan to take heart again and to 
~indicate that they too were re-
cuperating from a heart attack 
brought on by too much Eisen-
hower. Stevenson, K e fa u v e r, 
Harriman, et al displayed a will-
.. 
ingness to fight for the coveted 
..,crown. 
~ 
The American Man 
If observers of the American 
..., scene have trouble analyzing the 
., complexities of American poli-
tics, their troubles are com-
pounded whenever they attempt 
to analyze American culture. 
What is it that makes Ameri-
~ can society do as it does? What is 
it that makes the American cul-
ture tick and live? What is it 
_distinctive about American so-
ciety that makes it truly Ameri-
can? 
Some students of American 
society have attempted to get at 
the evaluation of American cul-
ture by asking, what is the 
• American Man? The American 
Man seems to be many things to 
different American men. 
~ A few American sportswriters 
4 seem to think a man is truly 
American if he can bat over 
.. three hundred, can run the 
hundred in less than ten seconds, 
or can kick field goals with a 
relative amount of accuracy. 
Telecasters insist on equating 
Americanism with a Davy Crock-
ett gun, a Dale Evans prayer, 
and with the so-called "rags to 
riches" story of a Kelly getting 
engaged to some European. 
Arthur M. Schlesinger (the 
father of Schlesinger Jr. and a 
scholar in his own right) has 
tried to analyze the American 
Man in his Paths to The Present. 
To do this, he was forced to ig-
nore the differences and all the 
unique aspects of men an d 
women in America to dwell on 
their similarities and common 
characteristics. He has also writ-
ten: "Just as the American 
character has undergone modifi-
cation in the past, so it will 
doubtless undergo modification 
in the future. Nevertheless, cer-
tain elements seem so deeply 
rooted as to withstand the ero-
sion of time and circumstance." 
As he himself admits, this task 
has b e e n attempted before, 
especially by foreigners 1 ike 
Alexis de Tocqueville (Democ-
racy in America). Mr. Schlesinger 
referred to the composite pic-
ture of the American Man that 
had been constructed by foreign-
ers: a belief in the universal ob-
ligation to work; the impulse to 
be on the go; a desire for rela-
tively high standards of comfort; 
a belief in progress; the desire to 
acquire, particularly property; a 
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tendency to deride the intellec-
tual; hardly any desire to do any 
abstract thinking; the impulse to 
brag and to beat the chest; the 
inclination to show special def-
erence to women (editor's note: 
and the sense to make the most 
of this); the Napoleonic desire 
to work that the children may 
be "better off" t h a n their 
parents who had to work "to the 
bone"; even the old showed their 
restlessness by the "to and fro" 
rocking chair habit; this hurried-
ness was illustrated by quick 
breakfasts and the spitting habit; 
and the notion of drinking ice-





The nature of the composite 
picture very often depends on 
the nature of the person drawing 
the composite. Schlesinger, be-
cause he is Schlesinger, would 
draw a picture of the American 
Man that does not coincide with 
the composite above. He dis-
agrees with the "assemblage of 
attributes" above. He states his 
case: "But the particular 'as-
semblage of attributes' recorded 
by the traveler leaves much to 
be desired. Not only is the list 
incomplete, but it carelessly 
lumps the significant with the 
trivial. ... The gospel of work, 
for example, hardly deserves to 
be equated with the addiction of '-
spitting .... Finally, the traveler 
gave little attention to the cru-
cial problem of why the special ~< 
combination of qualities and at- ~ 
titudes had become endemic 
with the borders of the United,. ; 
States." 
Schlesinger's composite of the ~ 
American Man begins with the '• 
why. "This 'new man' is the 
product," maintains the his-
torian, "of the interplay of Old,. 
World influences and New 
World conditions." His picture 
then involved two ideal types, 
Old World influences and New 
World conditions. r-
What was the Old Worlder 
when he came to the new world? 
These first immigrants belonged -
to the poorer classes, says Schles-
inger, and had been shut off 
from the life of wealth and lux-
ury. Their attitude toward the 
upper classes was one of sus-
picion and by the sam~ token_.. 
they exaggerated "the1r own 
qualities of sobriety, diligence, 
and thrift." Many of these im-
migrants, set in the Protestant "' 
ethic, discovered that these vir- ~ 
tues paid off at the bank. They 
had come to America to do good .. 
and had done well-and that, of 
"' course, was the way God wanted 
it. Add to this the attitudes of 
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adventure, hardihood, self-
reliance, and imagination (other-
-• wise they would not have come 
to America) and you have the 
I ingredients which prepared these .... immigrants for the creation of the uniquely American culture. 
.., In America, these immigrants 
,.. became mostly fanners. They 
had to work hard and depend 
upon the attitudes already de-
• ' veloped in the Old World: so-
briety, thrift, diligence, adven-
~ ture, self-reliance, hardihood, 
and a daring imagination. 
• As a result, work around the 
clock became an obsession. The 
new Americans could not simply 
play, for even at play they were 
1 
compelled to work hard for vic-
tory. They played to win; that 
"" is, for profit. Not even the rich 
man could ethically take it easy 
- for nobody had the right not to 
work and to "throw all toil on 
another class of society." 
Consequently, the American 
had no time for beauty and the 
I ife of the mind. These were 
"' leisure-time activities. If art and 
education did not pay off at the 
bank, then they were worthless. 
..._ Out of such a mental and ac-
tivity pattern came other virtues 
of the American Man: restless-
.., ness, permanent transitoriness, 
the "rags to riches" legend, the 
pursuit of happiness, a high valu-
ation on rugged individualism, 
the gospel of success, optimism, 
and a belief in progress. 
It also helps to explain (per-
haps) the Americans' gift for 
hyperbole. Maybe this is only 
putting it mildly. Our foreign 
friends say that Americans are 
given to bragging. We Americans 
build the biggest bombs-but of 
course-draw the largest crowds 
at sports events, can shoot 
farther and straighter, can spit 
farther-why, pardner, we can 
do anything better than anyone 
else. Well, by heaven and by all 
that is right and true (that is, 
Christian, demo c r a tic, and 
American), we'll drive the Rus-
sians off the face of the earth. 
Or, as some have put it before 
our time, America is the king-
dom of God upon earth. 
~ 
Plausibility 
This is Schlesinger's story. l t 
is obviously an oversimplifica-
tion of sorts. It does not begin to 
tell the whole story. Yet it is not 
altogether a pack of lies . 
This thesis ought to provoke 
our conscience and our self-
consciousness . 
THE MOTION PICTURE ... 
By ANNE HANSEN 
Each decade in this century 
has had its special manifestation 
of mob hysteria. Through the 
years various fads and fancies 
have sprung into being, have en-
joyed a brief span of popularity, 
and then-happily-have faded 
into oblivion. In the field of 
music a succession of crooners, 
criers, bebopsters, and other 
types of purveyors of sound have 
shown all too clearly that genu-
ine merit and real artistry are 
not necessary to achieve wide-
spread acclaim and amazing fi-
nancial success. 
As a case in point let us ex-
amine the career of one Wladziu 
Valentino Liberace. Is Liberace 
a real musician? No. Is he a great 
pianist? No. At least he has only 
a degree of technical facility. Is 
he a talented actor? Again the 
answer is no. First, last, and al-
ways Liberace plays himself. 
Then how can one explain the 
phenomenal success of the man 
of the candlelabra, the perpetual 
smile, and the sequin dinner 
jacket? Personally I am at a loss 
to understand, or to explain, the 
appeal this man unquestionably 
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has for many wildly cheering 
fans. 
I know, of course, that Lib-
erace is a good showman-per- "' • 
haps "show-off" is a better word ._ 
-and that he is not only un- "'' 
abashed but completely withou t ' .. 
reservations in his praise of 
Liberace. I know, too, that he ,... 
makes a frank, deliberate, and ~ , 
highly sentimental play for the 
sympathy and the approval of 
the ladies. Most men have 
neither admiration nor respect 
for this gaudily dressed and ever r-
smiling piano-player. But m 
spite of occasional dissenters .. 
Liberace has not only been sue- .. 
cessful as a TV-performer but 
has attracted huge audiences for J 
his concert appearances. In our 
town, for instance, he played to 'f-
an audience of almost 12,000 
I 
persons - an attendance record : 
topped only by that of the .. , 
comedian Bob Hope. 1 
)o 
And now the man of what 
someone has called the "mou nt- ;... 
eel grin" has been starred in his ~ 
first motion picture. Since1·ely 
Yours (Warners, Gordon Doug- • ' 
las, Warnercolor) is a strange 
~ 
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4 hodge-podge of music, conflict, 
and romance. The script is weak, 
--1 the dialogue is often downright 
ridiculous, and the acting is only 
r 
fairly good. A holdover engage-
...,; ment locally and gooey com-
ments from those standing in 
, line-"I've seen it twice"; "My 
,. husband says I'm nuts because 
I've been here three times"; "Oh 
no, Jack wouldn't come with me. 
He thinks Liberace is nauseat-
• ing"; "I think he is just darl-
--, ing"; "I cried and cried when 
he got deaf"; "He is the sweet-
., est thing, isn't he?" -led me to 
b e 1 i eve that Sincerely Yours 
would be a smash hit. But re-
cently the Hollywood Reporter 
stated that in spite of a high-
, powered publicity campaign the 
..-. film probably will be one of the 
biggest box-office flops of the 
• year. Hurrah! 
The African Lion (Disney, 
Buena Vista) presents the third 
~ feature-length release in Walt 
Disney's fine True Life Adven-
ture Series. Here, in superb color 
-+photography, Alfred and Elma 
Milotte have captured, with ad-
mirable fidelity, the grim and 
.-. savage pattern of the relentless 
~ and never ending battle for sur-
vival which is waged by the 
~creatures of the earth, both small 
and great. Although the King of 
Beasts has been chosen for the 
star role in The African Lion, 
many other inhabitants of the 
African continent pass before the 
sensitive eye of the camera. This 
is a fascinating film-a film 
which is sure to give pleasure to 
adults as well as to children . 
Another engrossing chapter 
from life on the Dark Continent 
comes to us in an excellent docu-
mentary photographed on safari 
by the Sweeny Expedition and 
released by RKO-Radio under 
the sponsorship of The Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History. 
Wakamba, a mixture of fact and 
fancy, portrays the way of life of 
the Wakamba tribe. Many of the 
ceremonial rites and dances are 
here photographed for the first 
time. When Wakamba deals with 
facts, it is an outstanding film . 
The injection of fantasy and a 
narrative which is often corny 
weakens the force and impact of 
the drama of nature as it un-
folds on the screen. 
A few years ago Clifford Odets 
wrote-and presented on Broad-
way-a play which satirized and 
castigated the motion-picture in-
dustry. The Big Knife (United 
Artists, Robert Aldrich) purports 
to be an expose of the methods 
of coercion employed by power-
ful Hollywood producers. But 
can anyone take such nonsense 
seriously? I hope not. No doubt 
many strange things do happen 
in the motion-picture industry, 
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and some of the charges made by 
Mr. Odets may have a basis in 
fact. But to accept this sordid 
and over-blown melodrama as a 
true picture of Hollywood seems 
to me to be not only unfair but 
thoroughly unrealistic. An excel-
lent cast was assembled for The 
Big Knife, and the performances 
are uniformly good. 
Are you a science-fiction fan? 
Apparently their number is 
legion in our land. If you are a 
science-fiction fan, it is possible 
that you will enjoy Tarantula and 
The Beast with 1,000,000 Eyes, 
both from Universal-Internation-
al, as well as Tobor the Great 
(Republic). As for myself, I can 
find little or nothing which is 
really entertaining in the long 
list of monster films created by 
motion-picture writers. It is al-
ways surprising to me to learn 
that these shoddy quickies are 
almost invariably box-office suc-
cesses. It seems to me that they 
have little to recommend them 
to adults. And they surely are 
not suitable entertainment for 
children. Until a really good 
science-fiction r e 1 e a s e comes 
along, I intend to avoid them. I 
have seen my last monster. I 
hopei 
Robert Taylor stars in a beau-
tifully mounted and superbly 
photographed but loosely inte-
grated and tongue-in-the-ch:eek 
~ I 
presentation of Sir Walter Scott's '" I 
adventure-packed tale Quentin 
Durward (M-G-M, CinemaScope, .._ ' 
E a s t m a n C o I or, Richard 
Thorpe). Robert Morley is su- , 
perb as Louis XI, the Spider ~._ 
King who weaves a web of sinis-
ter intrigue. Kay Kendall, a /-
talented English actress, por-,.. 
trays the fair damsel in distress 
with engaging charm. 
Another talented English ac- '• 
tress fares less well in The Deep 
Blue Sea (London Film, 20th ' 
Century-Fox, CinemaScop~, De-~ 
Luxe Color, Anatole Litvak). 
Here Vivian Leigh is obviously 
miscast in a dull and tedious 
melodrama. 
Vista Vision photography in ,.. 
glowing technicolor captures the 
splendor and the autumnal ..._ 
beauty of the New England land- ,. 
scape in The Trouble with 
Harry (P a r am o u n t, Alfred 
Hitchcock). Otherwise this mys- .._ 
tery yarn is disappointing. It 
falls far short of the high 
standard of excellence one has 
come to expect in a film direct- t 
ed by Mr. Hitchcock. 
Claudette Colbert, a veteran of 
the silver screen, returns in a !.. 
brisk but undistinguished West- ~ 
ern. Texas Lady (RKO-Radio, 
Super-Scope, Technicolor) fol- .. 
lows a time-tested pattern. 
This is equally true of A Law-
less Street (Columbia, Techni-
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.., color), a routine horse opera in 
which Randolph Scott plays the 
..- staunchly efficient town marshall 
who cannot retire under fire. 
Pancho Villa rides again! 
.. Shades of 19141 The Treasure of 
Pancho Villa (RKO-Super-Scope, 
Technicolor) evokes the ghost of 
., the famed Mexican outlaw in a 
wild and violent melodrama. 
Three Stripes in the Sun (Co-
lumbia, Richard Murphy) deals 
with a delicate theme. We know 
that many American Gis did fall 
in love with, and marry, Japa-
t nese girls. Some of these mar-
riages have been happy and suc-
cessful; others have not. In any 
case, such marriages entail a 
., period of difficult adjustment. 
In Three Stripes in the Sun 
Aldo Ray is cast in the role of 
the Arn1y sergeant who over-
comes a deepseated hatred of our 
war-time enemies. He not only 
falls in love with, and marries, a 
Japanese girl but cajoles his 
regiment into "adopting" an en-
tire Japanese orphanage. Inci-
dentally, I have read that the 
plot for Three Stripes in the Sun 
is based on a real-life happen-
ing. Obviously serious in intent, 
the film does not always measure 
up to its serious theme. 
The TendeT Trap (M-G-M, 
CinemaScope, Eastman Color, 
Charles Walter) features a dis-
tinguished cast of popular enter-
tainers in a gay and expertly 
fashioned comedy. 
• 
History knows no perfect causes, no situation of white 
against black. Eastern totalitarianism is black; its victory would 
mean the end of our civilization. Western democracy is not 
white but grey. To live, even to die for a perfect cause is a lux-
ury permitted to few .... the choice before us is merely that be-
tween a grey twilight and total darkness. But ask the refugees 
who managed to escape, at the risk of their lives, from behind 
the iron curtain into our grey twilight world whether this 
choice is worth fighting for. They know. You don't. 
-Arthur Koestler, The Tmil of the Dinosaw· and 
Other Essays (Macmillan) 
We have stood aloof from the argu-
ments that have been raging about 
educational aims and methods because 
we could see little virtue in merely 
lambasting one side or the other. It 
has been our hope that we might find 
some person competent to approach 
the question positively from the dual 
background of pro-
fessional competence 
and the Christian 
pensable ministry, in our day the • 
written word has demonstrated its 1-' 
value as a day-to-day supplement to 
the parish ministry. Radio, television, ~ 
and journalism pass through doors 
which are closed to the parish pastor 1 
but which, as has been demonstrated '. 
by The Lutheran Hour and This is 
The Life, may be T! 
opened to him by 
the ministers of the "' 
commitment w h o 
would set down, in 
orderly fashion, a 
statement of sound 
7:/te written word. Our writers will be vet-
eran practi tioners of 
this highly special-
educational philoso-
phy and an outline 
of methods based 





A special word of >f 
appreciation t h i s 
month to the many 
subscribers w h o 
took time to write 
We believe that 
Professor Vikner's 
article, "A Philoso-
phy of Education," 
achieves ·these ob-
Camp a few words of r-
encouragement o n 
their renewal form s .,._ 
over the Christmas 
holidays. Any cdi- • 
tor who is worth 
PllOIILEH!I jectives. Professor 
Vikner has had al-
most a decade of 
experience in teach-
ing t e a c h e r s to 
teach and is recog-
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his salt does his job 
the way he believes '-
it ought to be done 
nized by his col-
leagues as a scholar 
who is as much interested in the why 
of teaching as he is in the how. We 
·consider his article a truly significant 
contribution. 
~ 
Next month's issue will be built 
around the theme, "The Ministry of 
the Written Word." This is, naturally, 
a subject on which we feel very 
strongly. For whHe the parish min-
istry has been in every age the indis-
irrespective of what 
people think or say. 
But it helps to know that there arc • 
those who understand and approve of 
what one is doing. 
Thanks, also, to the many, many ,.. 
readers who did not write to encour-
age our Xanadu correspondent in his ~ 
mad enterprise of collecting his let-
ters in book form. As of January 10, " 
we had received three written requests 
and two oral requests for such a l volume. 
